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SYNOPSIS OF FR@GCEEDINGs: 


19192 1920. 


The execrable boat service rendered the usual annual outing 
and meeting in Wabasso Park abortive, the reports being pre- 
sented to the Executive at a later meeting. The unsettled state 
of things generally has militated heavily against the character 
of our work, public interest being diverted to other and more 
public lines. The Executive has been able to do some very useful 
work: Having had the tomb of the late Dr. Case restored and 
repaired; the union of the two Historical bodies has occupied 
considerable attention, but so far no definite result has been 
reached. Several young ladies have been added to the Com- 
mittees, and with improved domestic conditions, it will no doubt 
resume its activity. 


Messrs. Perney, H. F. Gardner and Col. W. R. Turnbull were 
elected to the Executive, vice A. C. Beasley, J. W. Jones and J. H. 
Smith, deceased. At an open meeting and luncheon in the Con- 
naught Hotel, further steps were considered towards marking the 
landing place of La Salle. An autobiography of our late Presi- 
dent, Geo. H. Mills, was presented by Mr. Turnbull and is pub- 
lhshed in this volume. 


Arrangements have been made with the Public Library 
Board for monthly meetings, at the first of which the history of 
his family was presented by Mr. Griffin. ) 


J. H. LAND, Secretary. 


NOTES FROM THE LIFE OF OUR 
LATE PRESIDENT 


GEORGE EH. MILES. 


| 


About 1890 he commenced an autobiography for the informa- 
tion of his family, dealing principally with his public career, and 
from which the following *nformation is selected. 


His grandfather, John Mills, was a Scotch U. E. Loyalist, 
living at the time of the Revolution on Staten Island, N. Y. In 
common with other Loyalists he lost all his property. 


His son James, our President’s father, was born in Newark, 
N. J., in 1774. Coming to Canada in 1793 he took up Indian 
trading, disposing of the furs he bought from them in Newark, 
briging back goods for the Indians and becoming very friendly 
with them. ‘He settled in Hamilton in 1800 and married Christina 
Hess in 1803. The Hess family first settled in Pennsylvania, 
where she was born, coming to Canada with the ‘‘Pennsylvania 
Dutch’’ immigration about 1809. 


In 1816 James Mills bought a farm in the west end, 200 acres, 
bounded by Locke and Hess streets, the Mountain and the Bay, 
at $2.00 per acre, keeping 100 acres and selling the other 100 to 
Peter Hess. 


Mr. Geo. 'H. Mills was born Nov. i20th, 1827, the youngest, but 
one, of a fam'ly of 10. His brothers were Michael. Samuel, John, 
Nelson and William; his sisters, Ann, Sarah, Catharine, Harriet 
and Celiste. 


The farm was well stocked and cultivated and the family 
well off and comfortable. After attending several convenient 
schools he went to that kept by Patrick Thornton, a Scotchman, 


6 WENTWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


whose comment to his pupil on leaving, was, ‘‘George, you have 
considerable ability, but your application is not worth a straw.’ 
After a short term at Victoria College, Cobourg, he went to the 
late Dean Geddes’ school for four years, qualifying for his entry 
into the study of Law. He was articled to the late Hugh B. Wil- 
son, with whom he remained a year. After a short term spent in 
preparation for the University, which was abandoned owing to a 
lack of funds, he was articled to the late Judge Burton, passed his 
final exam., and was called to the Bar in 1851. Taking up practice 
he took life easily, not being one of the hustlers seeking for busi- 
ness. In 1852 he was invited to Boston, when the Boston and 
Ogdensburg Railway was opened, meeting many of the most 
prominent men in the U.S. and Canada, among them Lord Elgin, 
whose address made a deep and lasting impression. Between 
1852 and 55 he was gazetted a Lieutenant in the Militia, rose to 
the rank of Captain, ‘and organized a company. 


On Mareh 13th. 1855, he married Frances Rebeeea Duncan. 


He was elected Alderman for St. George ward in 1857, and 
advocated the planting and ornamenting of the ““Gore,’’ then a 
waste and unsightly place, in opposition to those who wanted to 
build an Arcade there. We seem to have aldermen of the latter 
ealibre with us today. 


In 1858 he was elected NEO by the Council, as the custom 
was then. That year was one of great commercial depression, 
many public and civic works eu to be abandoned from lack of 
funds, and the distress in the country was most acute. The Mayor 
was besieged daily by hundreds asking for work or help. and as 
many as possible were put to work in relays of three days each, 
opening and mending roads, ete., thus hekping in some small 
measure to minimize the distress. Of course there were some 
malingerers who were promptly dealt with. A notable fact is that 
not one Canadian came begging—they wanted work. 


Mr. Mills was instrumental in having the Crystal Palace 
built and fair grounds provided, where for many years the Ham- 
ilton Fair drew crowds of exhibitors and spectators. 


The Horticultural Society owes to him, as President, the 
place it held for many years as among the best, if not the best, 
in Canada. By his efforts, in conjunction with Dr. Cragie, Daniel 
MacNab and Judge Logie, the wealthy citizens were encouraged 
to build conservatories. The rivalry ‘between their gardeners be- 
came intense, and the result filled the Old Drill Hall with a pro- 
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fusion of rare and beautiful exotics. He was, in 1873, presented 
with a silver service and a Life Membership in the Society. 


In 1861 the City faced a financial collapse, and Mr. Mills went 
to Quebec, with others, to seek aid from the ‘Government, and 
succeeded in getting the financial tangle straightened out, and 
at the same time a restriction was placed on the City to prevent 
its running into debt so deeply again. To him, also, with Sir 
Allan MacNab and Hon. Isaac Buchanan, belongs the credit for 
the introduction and passing of the Municipal Loan Act of 1873. 


In 1869 he was again elected Alderman and worked ener- 
getically for the promotion of the Hamilton and Lake Erie Rail- 
way—really the completion of the work on the old Hamilton and 
Port Dover Railway—which had been abandoned, among other 
works, owing to the panic of 1857, and aided by ‘Hon. James 
Turner, succeeded in getting up a company and completing the 
work. 


Mr. Mills was elected Alderman for 1870 to 1873 and in 1877, 
most of the time as the Chairman of the Finance Committee, and 
was eulogized by the press for the exactitude and lucidity of his 
reports. His handling of the Great Western Railway stock 
held by the City resulted in a considerable saving. 


In 1872 P. W. Dayfoot suggested the scheme of a railway 
to the North. Mr. Mills promptly endorsed the idea, laid it be- 
fore the Council, committees were formed, and finally a company 
was organized and chartered. The municipalities to be benefitted 
were asked. for a bonus. The Northern Railway Co., in Toronto, 
set up an opposition to this proposed road, but at a meeting held 
in Clarksville, Mr. Mills and the Hamilton deputation routed the 
opposition and the road was built, to ‘be later absorbed by the 
Northern, through the treachery and bad faith of the majority of 
the directors. Later this road fell into the hands of the Grand 
Trunk. 


In 1873 he backed up J. M. Williams, M. A., in opposing the 
transfer of Burlington Beach to one Livingstone. Their efforts 
resulted in securing this popular resort for the citizens of his 
native city. 


The same year saw him energetically endorsing Mr. B. B. 
Osler’s proposal for a Dummy Railroad to Dundas, and he aided 
in getting the by-law passed authorizing the road through the 
City. At the same time he got a petition authorized asking the 
Dominion ‘Government to abolish the tolls on the Burlington 
Canal. The petition, backed up by the sitting members, Messrs, 
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Chisholn and Witton, was granted, and the Canal made free. 
Another important matter in which he fought successfully for 
the City’s rights was the claim of the Railway Co. to the West 
waterfront, in effect cutting off all access to the Bay by the 
streets in the West end. The outcome was the City’s consent to 
the Railways using the streets between them and the water, but 
getting no title to the water front. 


Becoming convinced that the system of ward appropriation 
allotted on the representations of the Aldermen was unjust, he 
worked for and succeeded in establishing the present system of 
a specific amount for each ward, based on the Engineer's report 
of its necessities. 


His last public effort for the citizens’ benefit was unsuccess- 
ful. He proposed to exchange the Crystal Palace property for 
Dundurn Park, but a by-law authorizing the exchange was defeat- 
ed by a large majority. Though he does not refer to it, he had 
a hand, along with F. W. Fearman, some years afterwards, in 
getting the City to purchase Dundurn and establish the museum 
and zoo. Such is a brief and imperfect record of the life of one 
of whom it could truly be said that his native city had a large 
place in his heart, and his personal affairs only second. If there 
is one citizen whose memory deserves a more permanent record 
than this sketch, he is the man. A man who lived up to the motto: 
‘“Act well thy part. there all the honor lies.’’ 


He died, deeply regretted, Aug. 16th, 1901. 
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Se NBOROGICAL RECORD -OF 
iat MIE IE See eV eae 


[SSS 


Extracts from a pamphlet published by Mr. Stanley Mills 
of this city. 


| 


Author’s Note—The object of this article is to bring together, 
in printed form, much information which, if not preserved in this 
way, might otherwise in time be lost. 


The dates given, and other information contained in this 
record, are authentic and as nearly correct and complete as I 
could gather them, at the same time it is quite possible there may 
be errors and omissions which are more or less important and 
interesting. If any member of the family knows of such, I shall 
be glad to receive the same. 


The record is complete to the present generation, that is, to 
the generation of James Mills and Christina Hesse. It is left to 
members of that generation to continue the record of their own 
branch of the family, and I would certainly advise this being done. 


MILLS—Several Origins of the Name. 


lst—‘‘ Mills’’ igs a local place name, méaning ‘‘at the mill,’’ 
from residence thereby. The final “‘s’’ stands for ‘son of..”’ 


2nd—Mills also means ‘‘son of Miles,”’ a once popular font- 
name. 
3rd—Mills also means ‘‘son of Millicent.’’ from the nickname 


‘*Millie’’ or My Millicent was a popular oir] s name in the 
« | DS 
13th century. 


The final ‘‘s’’ in Mills is common to all monosyllabic local 
surnames, such as Brooks, Briggs, Styles, Dykes, Holmes, ete. 
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The name is now mostly confined to the southern half of 
England. Its chief homes are in Hssex, Kent, Sussex, Hants and 
Warwickshire. It is rare in the southwest of England, where, 
especially in Devon and Cornwall, its place is to some extent oc- 
eupied by Mill. 


Previous to the 13th century surnames were practically un- 
known. When it became the custom, during the 13th and 14th 
eenturies, in England and Scotland, to assume surnames, many 
people took names from their residence or occupation. In this 
way those living at the mill or ‘‘myln,”’ as it was then spelled, 
became ‘‘Mill.’’ In the same way the miller became “‘ Mylner.”’ 


The name ‘‘ Mill,’’ and eventually ‘‘ Mills,”’ is found im many 
parts of Britain, wherever there were mills for grinding grain. 
The ‘‘mylner,’’ or miller. was an important man in those days, 
second only to the Chief or Baron, or Lord of the Manor—many 
men were employed in and around the ‘‘myln,”’ and ‘‘mylns”’ 
were numerous. There were wind mills and water power mills. 
This makes it plain that the name ‘‘ Mill,’’ and eventually ‘‘ Mills,” 
should be found in many lecalities and in large numbers, and this 
is the case. 


In early English church registers the name Mills is frequently 
found, as also Mill, Mille, Myll. Millman (meaning mill-man), 
Milward (meaning mill-ward), Millard (which is logical shorten- 
ing of the previous name), Mylne, Milne, Milner (‘‘mylner’’ or 
‘“miller,’’ as already explained), also Millson (meaning Milly’s 


son), all of which have their origin in the word ‘‘myln’’ or 
CMa hie 
Mille. 


The earliest record of the name is found in the Hundred Rolls. 
Cambridgeshire, year 1273, where the name ‘‘Margery Mylys”’ 
appears. 


‘Above information is from ‘‘A Dictionary of English and 
Welsh Surnames,’’ by Charles Wareing Bardsley. M. A., published 
in 1901 by Henry Frowde, Oxford University Press Warehouse, 
Amen Corner, E. C., London. } 


JOHN MILLS was a Seotchman residing in Staten Island 
previous to and during the American Revolution (1776). He was 
strongly attached to the British crown. a staunch supporter of 
the loyal eause, a United Empire Loyalist, on account of which 
he suffered pillory and loss of property. 
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JAMES MILLS, son of above, born at Newark, N. J., March 
10th, 1774; died 2nd July, 1852, at Hamilton, Upper Canada. 


James Mills, retaining the loyal convictions of his ancestors, 
emigrated to Canada in 1793, being then 19 years of age. As the 
son of a Loyalist he was entitled to a grant of 200 acres of land; 
this land he, however, never got. On his arrival in the country 
he commenced trading with the Indians for furs, which he carried 
back to his native town and exchanged for goods suitable to the 
requirements of the Indians. ‘He at once became very friendly 
and popular with several tribes located on the south and west 
of Lake Ontario, so much so that they conferred upon him a pet 
Indian name (meaning ‘‘The Runner’’) which assured him kind- 
ly treatment wherever he went. He finally determined to settle 
permanently in Canada. This he did about the year 1800. He 
engaged in various occupations. 


On Oct. 11th, 1808, James Mills married Christina Hesse, who 
was at that time but 17 years of age, and whose people, also being 
United Empire Loyalists, had previously removed to Canada from 
Pennsylvania, and settled in Barton Township. 


James Mills was a man possessed of far more than ordinary 
intelligence and education for the time. He was frequently em- 
ployed in settling differences between disputing parties, prepar- 
ing deeds of land and other contracts requiring some knowledge 
of law. His disposition was most amiable, his conduct straightfor- 
ward and honorable. He was for many years previous to his 
death totally blind. He died July 2nd, 1852, at Hamilton, in the 
Mills homestead. 


CHRISTINA HESSE was of German extraction, her ances- 
tors having for centuries resided in the vicinity of the Rhine. 
Her immediate parents emigrated to America and_ settled in 
Northampton County, Upper Mount Bethel Township, Pennsyl- 
vania, where, October 17th, 1786, she was born. The following 
extract from the church book of that place has reference to her- 
self. her brothers and sisters: 


‘‘All these specified children are born of one bosom, pure 
marriage bed, from Michael Hesse and his married wife Gertrudt 
under the hearty congratulations that ‘(God the Almighty might 
bless them, soul and body, here temporal, and there everlasting.’”’ 


Extract from the memoirs of George Mulls follows: “‘My 
‘“‘mother possessed great energy of character, combined with 
‘‘amiability of temper; she was ever thoughtful of others, and 
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“forgetful of herself; she was always influenced and directed 
“by strong religious convictions, prompt in the thorough per- 
‘formance of every duty. During my childhood she was the 
‘darling of my heart and I still entertain for her memory the 
‘“most lively veneration and love. It seems to me she never did 
‘Ca wrong thing.’’ 


Christina Hesse, in common with her father’s people, spoke 
the Dutch language. She had also a good mastery of the English 
language. She delighted, however, in frequently entertaining her 
children by singing Dutch songs to them. She was Pennsylvania 
Duteh, and proud of it. 


Mrs. James Mills. nee Christina Hesse, died at Hamilton, in 
the Homestead, Tuesday, December 3rd, 1867. 


The following is the text of a deed of land, dated June 12th, 
1816: Margaret Rousseaux, of Ancaster, executrix of the estate 
of Jean Baptiste Rousseaux, convey to James Mills, tailor, of 
Ancaster, and Peter Hess. yeoman, of Barton Township, 500 acres 
of land, described as ‘‘lots Nos. 17 and part of 16 in the first 
concession, and lots Nos. 16 and 17 in the second concession, and 
lot No. 17 in the third concession in the Township of Barton.”’ 
The above land was conveyed by the Crown on 15th December, 
1796, to one Caleb Reynolds. On February 16th, 18038, Caleb 
Reynolds conveyed same to J. B. Rousseaux. 


Peter Hess was a brother-in-law of James Mills, the latter 
apparently being a resident of Ancaster in 1816. The lands 
mentioned above are now a large part of the western section of 
the present city of Hamilton. and extend from Bay street to 
Locke street, and from the mountain to the bay. 


These lands, twelve days later, 24th June, 1816, were divided, 
James Mills retaining all west of what is known as Queen street, 
about 240 acres in all. 


The consideration mentioned in the deed from Margaret 
Rousseaux to James Mills and Peter Hess is £750 provincial eur- 
rency, or about $7'50 -per acre. 


James Mills, with his family, moved to several localities be- 
fore finally settling down on the above lands. In 1819 it is on 
record that the family lhved at ‘‘The Purchase’’ near Bronte. 


The Mills homestead was a substantial frame house, made 
afterwards into what is known as a rough east house. and stood 
on land at the corner of Queen and King streets. Near by, on 
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the same location, was afterwards erected the large brick home 
of the Mills family, and in which both James Mills and his wife 
Christina afterwards died. This brick house stood on the same 
spot on which the commodious and handsome residence of Geo. 
T. Tuckett now stands. One of the sons of James Mills writes 
as follows: ‘‘I well remember the old frame house on King street 
‘‘in which I first opened my eyes. It was a comfortable mansion, 
‘the largest for miles around. The farm was stocked with horses, 
‘“cows and pigs in considerable numbers and fairly well cultivat- 
‘fed. In every respect the family was comfortably off.’’ 


The following children were born to James Mills and his wife 
Christina: 


MICHAEL—Born Wednesday, October 17th, 1804. Married 
Thursday, March 25th, 1880, to Celesta Shearman. Died Tuesday, 
December 6th, 1847. No issue. 


‘Note—Michael Mills took part in the Wm. Lyon Mackenzie 
movement of 1837-8, and on this account was compelled to flee 
the country. He died at Crown Point, Indiana. His widow after- 
wards married one Mr. Luther. 


HON. SAMUEL—Born Monday, December Ist, 1806. Mar- 
ried Monday, October 17th, 1831, to Aurora Holton, daughter of 
Janna and Brisies Holton, of Bridgewater, Vermont. Died Sat- 
urday, Jan. 24th, 1874, at Hamilton. Children—Anna Celesta 
Cawthra, Minerva Margaretta Dillon, James Holton, Catherine 
Mary Young esseebsed)) Samuel (deceased), Francis Hinks (de- 
ceased). 


Note—Honorable Samuel Mills was appointed to the Legisla- 
tive Assembly of Upper Canada 29th January, 1849. He served 
on two important commissions in 1855 and 1856, appointed by 
Governor Sir Edmund ‘Head. On October 23rd, 1867, he received 
appointment to the Senate of the Dominion of Canada. 


- ANN HA'NNAH—Born Thursday, February 14th, 1809. Un- 
married. Died at Hamilton, Thursday, November 28th, 1889. 


SARAH HAMELINE—Born Sunday, February 9th, 1812. 
Married Wm. Smith, Tuesday, August 27th, 1833. Died at Ham- 
ilton, Monday, January 11th, 1897. No issue. 
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JOHN WALTER—Born Sunday, June 19th, 1814. Married 
Sarah Cory Deacon, Wednesday, September 15th,, 1847. Died 
Tuesday, November 28th, 1865, at Hamilton. Children—Aurora 
Anne Christina Kennedy and James Charles Deacon. 


CATHERINE MARY—Born Tuesday, September 3rd, 1816. 
Married Thursday, June 21st, 1838, to Dr. John Wilson Hunter. 
Died Saturday, December 19th, 1840. No issue. 


JAMES NELSON—Born Saturday, June 5th, 1819. Married 
Tuesday, October 27th, 1857, to Cynthia Elizabeth Gage, daughter 
of Andrew Gage and Martha Willson and grand-daughter of the 
Hon. John Willson, Speaker of the House of Parliament of Upper 
Canada. Died Sunday, January 9th, 1876, at Hamilton. Chil- 
dren—Andrew (deceased), Charles, Martha (deceased), Stanley, 
Robert, Flora Wagner (deceased), and Edwin. 


WILLIAM HAMILTON—Born Sunday, August 4th, 1822. 
Married October 12th, 1848, to Augusta Boardman. Died Wednes- 
day, September 10th, 1890. at Hamilton. Children—George 
Boardman (deceased), Francis Christina Footner, Ella Simonds, 
Perey (deceased), Augusta (deceased), May O’Connor (deceas- 
ed), and ‘William Percy. 


HARRIETTE MARGUERITE—Born Thursday, December 
16th. 1824. Married Thursday, November 6th, 1851, to James 
Lorenzo Gage, of Wellington Square. Children—George Andrew, 
Edwin Lorenzo, Catherine Louise Hamilton Savard, Hattie May 
Craven, Frank Ernest, and Minnie Edith Kelble, all living. At 
this time, February, 1910, Harriette Marguerite is the only one of 
that generation living. 


GEORGE HAMILTON—Born Tuesday, November 20th, 1827. 
Married March 13th, 1855, to Frances Rebecca Deacon. Died Fri- 
day, August 16th, 1901, at Hamilton. Children—John Walter 
(deceased), Henry George Hamilton (deceased), Sydney George, 
Fannie Deacon Gates. Ananda Marguerite, Kate Cory, Isabel 
Gordon. Edith Florence (deceased), and Annie Maud (deceased). 


Note—George H. Mills was elected Alderman of the city of 
Hamilton in 1857, and again in 1858, and in the latter year was 
chosen by his fellow Councillors (the method then in vogue) to 
the position of Mayor of the city, which office he filled creditably. 


CELESTA TIRZE—Born Saturday, April 38rd, 1880. Died 
Wednesday, October 20th, 1880. 
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THE GAGE FAMILY. 


The history of the Gage family, that Gage family from which 
the mother of the writer came, may be divided into two periods, 
viz.: before and after the family came into Canada, which was 
in the year 1790. Perhaps the most historically interesting period 
of family history centres in and about the Battle of Stoney Creek, 
June 6th, 18t3. 


THE FIRST PERIOD. 


Naturally, the earlier period of the family’s history is the 
more difficult to record. We are fortunately, however, much 
indebted to Mr. John P. Langs, of Niagara Falls, N. Y., for ex- 
tracts from a well prepared paper by him on ‘‘ The History of Our 
Fore Parents to the marriage of Elizabeth Gage and John West- 
brook,’’ and read by that gentleman at the Gage-Westbrook 
Re-Union Pienic held at Stoney Creek Battlefield Park, July Ist, 
1909. Mr. ‘Langs was a descendent of Elizabeth Gage and has 
spent much time and patient research in his endeavor to preserve 
the family’s early history. 


It is on record in the Department of Crown Lands at Tor- 
onto that on the 6th of May, 1796, a grant of Lots 25 and 26 in the 
4th concession of Saltfleet (200 acres) was made to Widow Mary 
Gage, and on the same date a grant of Lots 384 in the 4th (75 
acres) and 338 and 34 in Sth concession (175 acres) was made to 
James Gage. James Gage was the only son of Widow Mary Gage. 
The description of these patents does not show the services for 
which the lands were given, nor the authority under which they 
were issued. 


Mary Jones Gage.—The Widow Mary Gage had two children, 
viz.: James and Elizabeth. Of the early history of Widow Mary 
Gage, Mr. John P. Langs writes as follows: 


‘““However, the Gages were on this place before 1796, for 
John Westbrook had by that year already wooed and won the 
daughter of the family. I suspect that in many of our early 
settlements actual occupation preceded the formal grant. Widow 
Mary Gage was born Mary Jones. She was at the time of her 
coming to Canada the widow of a loyalist officer, John Gage, who 
was killed, by one account at the Massacre of Wyoming, by an- 
other, at some unrecorded battle of Greenbush, the confusion 
may very likely have arisen from the family residing at or near 
Greenbush, which was a village on the Hudson, opposite Albany. 
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There were many Gages in that neighborhood in 1790. I am 
sorry I cannot speak from a surer knowledge of the remoter origin 
of the family. I think, however, that they were very probably 
connected with the large New England race of Gages, descended 
from the immigrant race of John Gage, who came to Salem, 
Massachusetts, in 1630. The name Gage is said to be of Norman 
origin and it is borne by several noble British families. 


“he widow of John Gage had relatives of her own in Can- 
ada at a very early day. Augustus Jones, a surveyor, whose 
name, [ am informed, appears on many of the early Wentworth 
County deeds, was her brother. He married an Indian lady, 
Tuhbenehneguay, the daughter of a Missisagua chief; his son, 
the Reverend Peter Jones, succeeded to the chieftainship of the 
tribe and also became well known in this part of the country as 


‘an Indian inissionary. Another son, John Jones, married among 


the Brant descendants. For the origin of the Jones’ also I have 
nothing authoritative to say. There was an Augustus Jones in 
Montgomery, Orange County, New York, at the time of the 
Revolution, the son, possibly, of Ambrose Jones, who was vestry- 
man of the old Episcopal Church at St. Andrews. The only dis- 
coverable Augustus Jones in 1790 was the head of a family in 
Savbrook, Connecticut. I mention these bits of information as 
affording a clue, by which some person who has time and op- 
portunity to investigate may be able to connect our ancestral 
family with the Joneses who in Colonial times inhabited Con- 
necticut and Long Island.”’ 


The Reverend Peter Jones, *n his autobiography, says: “‘My 
father, Mr. Augustus Jones, was of Welsh extraction. His erand- 
father emigrated to America prior to the American Revolution, 
and settled on the Hudson River in the State of New York. He 
was married at the Grand River in 1798.”’ 


Mary Jones Gage gathered the few possessions she could 
save imto a canoe and made her way along the old water route 
to Canada: she therefore traveled up the Mohawk, past Fort 
Stanwick. across the short. portage to Wood Creek, down Oneida 
Lake and the Oswego River, and thence along the southern shore 
of Lake Ontario to Niagara at the head of the lake at Stoney 
Creek. With her were her two children, James, born in 1774, 
and Elizabeth. born in 1776. Mary Gage is recorded to be a truly 
heroie woman of the pioneer type, clearing her land and tilling 
the soil of her farm until her son James was old enough to 
shoulder the responsibility of the family. She died about 1839 in 
Hamilton at the house of her son, well on towards a hundred years 


~} 
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old. and was buried in the graveyard of the First Methodist 
Church. Unfortunately her grave has, in the making of changes 
about that cemetery, been lost. 


THE SECOND PERIOD. 


The foregoing, in a somewhat picturesquely vague way, out 
lines the earlier history, or rather so much as we know chs she ope 
the family down to the arrival of Widow Mary Gage with her 
two children upon the land in Saltfleet Township, Wentworth 
County, Upper Canada (now the Province of Ontario). 


Her brother, Augustus Jones, the surveyor, was commissioned 
by the Government of Upper Canada to survey the counties 
around the Niagara frontier into townships, and was engaged in 
this work as early as 1789. No doubt Widow Mary Gage was 
influenced in this way to take up land in this part of Canada. 
They were United Empire Loyalists, and without doubt, Widow 
Gage and her son James received their grants of land from the 
Government of Canada on this account. 


School Inspector Smith, in his Historical Sketch of the 
County of Wentworth, says, ‘‘according to the records in the 
Crown Liands Department for Ontario, the plans of the original 
survey of the townships of Barton and Saltfleet were registered 
on the 25th of October, 1791, by Augustus Jones, deputy provin- 
cial land surveyor. The names of those who had taken up land 
at this time were entered on these plans, which gave them an 
interim title, but it was not until 1796 that the regular patents 
were issued.’’ 


Elizabeth Gage, 1776-1859.—This history chiefly concerns the 
descendents of Jiames Gage, only son of Widow Mary Gage, at 
the same time it will be interesting to know that his only sister, 
Elizabeth Gage, in 1796, married Major John Westbrook, who 
settled on Fairchild’s Creek, Brant County, near his staunch 
friend Chief Joseph Brant (Thyandanaega). Major Westbrook, 
like most of the early settlers mn this part of Caniada in those 
early times, was a United Empire Loyalist.. At the Re-union 
of the Gage-Westbrook descendents, held at Stoney Creek Battle- 
field Park on July Ist, 1909, there were more than 300 present. 
Elizabeth Gage Westbrook died in 1859. 


James Gage, 1774-1854.— James Gage was born June 25th, 
1774, iat Greenbush, New York. Died February 15th, 1854, at 
Hamilton, aged 80 years. He was four years old when his father 
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fell at the battle of Greenbush. At the age of sixteen, in 1790, 
he emigrated with his mother to Canada. At the age of 22 years, 
in 1796, he married Mary Davis, who was born in North Carolina, 
October 22nd, 1777, and who died October 18th, 1858, aged 76 
years. Both James Gage and his wife were buried in Hamilton 
cemetery, a little to the left of the Chapel gate entrance. 


The children of James Gage and hi's wife Mary Davis were: 
1. Ashael Gage. 

9. Catherine, who married a Freeman. 

3. Elizabeth, who married L D. Birely. 

4. James P. Gage. 

5. Andrew Gage. 

6. Mary, married a Newberry. 

7. Kezia, married a Triller. 

8. Ann Elizabeth, married a Beemer. 

9. Joseph Gage. 


James Gage, with his wife Mary Davis, settled on the land 
at Stoney Creek, which was afterwards to become historically 
famous. He was ia man well known in those early times of Upper 
Canada. His house with its store was at first the only, and later 
the principal stopping place for travelers by land between Niagara 
and York (now 'Toronto). This house was occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Gage and their family up to the time of their removal to 
Hamilton, about the year 1835. 


Mr. Gage was well acquainted with J oseph Brant, in fact, 
there were few people residing at the Head of the Lake that 
James Gage or his sons were not acquainted with. James Gage 
was an exceedingly active and intelligent business man. He made 
frequent business trips by boat from his home at Stoney Creek 
to York. His store was in a log building on the opposite side of 
the travelled road from his home. This store building is now re- 
moved but up to 1a few years ago one could still distinguish the 
old sign which read ‘‘ JAMES GAGE’S STORE.”’ An extensive 
and profitable business was conducted in ‘this store. Mr. Gage 
was always honorable and gifted with great foresight in business. 
After his removal to Hamilton he was appointed one of the first 
directors of the Gore Bank and at the time of his death was com- 
paraitively a rich man. 


The village formerly called Wellington Square (now Burl- 
ington) was first projected by Col. Joseph Brant, who, in 1778, 
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received from the Crown a grant of the ‘block of land, which still 
bears his name, and which he received in consideration of his 
services and loyalty, he being one of the chiefs of the Six Nation 
Indians who continued trueto the British Government during and 
subsequent to the American Revolution. The first regular survey sy 
of the village was made by Mr. James Gage, who, in 1810, pur- 
chased from Catherine Brant 338 acres described in Gage’s deed 
as the North East Angie of ‘‘Brant’s Military Tract.’’ During 
the Gage regime, Wellington Square rapidly increased its pro- 
portions and population and subsequent to the building of a large 
and handsome steam flouring mill, with an accompanying wharf 
and warehouse, became a considerable grain market, one of the 
best in Western Canada. It is related with pride that upwards 
of two hundred teams in a single day delivered their gold pro- 
ducing cargoes. 


The Gages were also heavily engaged in the lumbering busi- 
ness, having numerous saw, shingle, lath and stave mills, as well 
as several flour and feed mills in the country round about Wel- 
lington Square and back into the County of Halton. 


The sons of James Gage settled in and near Wellington 
Square while the father remained a resident on the farm at Stoney 
Creek. 


ANDREW GAGE—MARTHA WILLSON 


_ Andrew Gage, son of James Gage, was born at Stoney Creek, 
Feb. 9th, 1802. Died June 9th, 1876. 


Martha Willson. datghter of the Honorable John Willson, 
Speaker of the House of Parliament of Upper Canada, was born 
Feb. 6th, 1806. Died Oct. 28, 1875. 


Andrew Gage and Martha Willson were married by Rev. 
Ralph Leeming, April 21, 1824. 


- 


Issue— 

WILLIAM CASE—Born May 12, 1825. Died May 14, 1845. 

JAMES LORENZO—Born Aug. 5, 1827. Died April 15, 1897. 

CYNTHIA ELIZA BETH—Born Oct. 25, 1882.- Died Jan. 22, 
1916. 

Beane AT eo HUNTER—Born May 22, 1841. Died Jan. 
21, 1851. 
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JAMES NELSON MILLS Married October 27th, 1857, to 
CYNTHIA ELIZABETH GAGE. 
[ssue— 
MARTHA—Born 1858. Died 1859. 


CHARLES—Born June Ist, 1860. Married Sept 18th, 1882, to 
Cynthia Margaret Allen. 
issue 
NELSON EDWARD—Born July 31st, 1883. Married 
May 24th, 1910, to Florence Neita Young. 
Issue— 
Stuart Allen—Born Sept. ‘6th, 1911. 
John Edward—Born Oct. 22nd, 1918. 
Mary Anna—Born Oct. 22nd, 1918. 


JEAN LOUISE—Born Sept. 13th, 1884. 


LYMAN DWIGHT MOODY—Born Aug. 9th, 1885. Died 
Oct. 31st, 1885. 


OLIVE ELIZABETH—Born Dee. 25th, 1886. Died Feb. 
Sth, 1913. 


RUBY ROSELAND—Born Jan. 23rd, 1888. 


MONA VICTORIA—Born Nov. 14th, 1889. Married Oct. 
18th, 1913, to Wiliam Harold Catheart Hall. 

Issue— 
Mary Margaret—Born Oct. 14th, 1916. 


FLORA MARJORIE—Born Dee. 23rd, 1892. 


FREDERICK JAMES—Born Jan. 6th, 1894. 
Lieut. Frederick J. Mills enlisted for active service 
overseas on Nov. Ist, 1915. Served in Canadian Field 
Artillery; awarded Military Cross June 8rd, 1918. 
‘Wounded at Arras, July 19th, 1918. Three years and 
two months’ service in the army. 


WINONA GEORGINA—Born Oct. 31st, 1895. 


WILFRED LAURIER—Born Nov. 10th, 1896. | 
Lieut. Wilfrid L. Mills, Sotto Tenente (2nd Lieuten- | 
ant) Italian Army, Ist British Ambulance Unit to Italy. 
Italian front from Oct. 10th, 1917, to Jan. 6th, 1919: 
Italian retreat from Isonzo Valley, Oct. 25th, 1917; 
Piave Battle, June 28rd, 1918; Monte Corno, Trentino 
front, Aug., 1918; Italian advance to Trieste, Oct. 28th, 
1918. Decorations—‘‘Croce al merito di Guerra’’ for 
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saving wounded under machine gun and rifle fire, 
Piave Battle. Also, Italian Silver Service Medal. 


ANDREW—Born 1862. Died 1865. 


STANLEY—Born July 19th, 1863. Married Oct. 11th, 1888, 
to Helen Victoria Dodge, who died May 27th, 1914. 
Adopted Flora Mills Wagner, born March, 1889; died 
June, 1908. Again married Feb. 2nd, 1916, to Helen A. 
J. Davis. Adopted Ashael Grant Davis, born Sept. 14th, 
1902. 


ROBERT—Born May Ist, 1865. Married Oct. 4th, 1387, to 
Annie Rachael Davies, who died Sept. 30th, 1908. 


Issue— 
HERBERT STANLEY—Born Sept, 9th, 1888. Married 
Oct. 16th, 1912, to Eva Hercock. 
Issue— 
Robert Colin—Born April 22nd, 1917. 


HULDA ALBERTA—Born Sept. 23rd, 1892. Married 
Aug. 16, 1916, to Dr. Robert H. Clark. 


Robert married again Oct. 5th, 1909, to Gertrude Agnes Me- 
Crank. 

Issue— 
FLORA ELIZABETH—Born April 9th, 1914. 


FLORA—Born March, 1867. Married 1888 to David Peter 
Wagener. Died March, 1889. 


Issue— 
FLORA MILLS—Born March, 1889. Died June, 1908. 


EDWIN—Born Sept. 3. 1871. Married Feb. 3rd, 1898, to 
Mary Britton Woods. 
Issue— 
EDWIN 'WOODS—Born Jan. 18th, 1899. 
Lieut. Edwin ‘Woods Mills, R. M. C., Kingston, Ont., 
Aug. 16th, 1916. Granted a commission Aug. 22nd, 
1917, in the Imperial Army. On active service in the 
Royal Flying Corps in Egypt and France, Aug. 12th, 
1917, to April 13th, 1919, 209th Squadron. 


MARION LAVENIA—Born June 4th, 1901. 
LILIAN CYNTHIA—Born Dee. 9th, 1908, 


A PIONEER FAMILY 


ANCESTORS AND DESCENDANTS OF RICHARD GRIFFIN, OF 
SMITHVILLE, LINCOLN CO., ONT. 


By Justus A. Griffin. 


Explanatory Notes.—It is more than 30 years since the compiler of these 
annals commenced to gather material for a family history, and the ae- 
cumulated information, including copies of wills and official documents, 
would fill a very large volume. The selection and condensing of this 
material to proportions suitable for the present purpose has been no easy 
task; there was so much that called for insertion that had to be of neces- 
sity left out. He is indebted for much of the material to Messrs. Robert 
B. Miller, of New York; Mr. A. W. Griffen, of Omaha, an official of the 
United States Postal Service, and Z. T. Griffen, of Chicago. These gentle- 
men had exceptional opportunities to search old records and documents in 
the great libraries and official archives in the leading cities of the United 
States, and spent much time in doing so. They furnished this writer with 
copies of documents and detailed accounts of the results of their work. 
These gentlemen satisfied themselves independently—they never met—that 
Edward Griffin, of Flushing, was the Edward Griffin, or Griffith, who came 
with Capt. Clayborne’s party in 1635, and that decision has been accepted 
in these annals. 


The compiler has been made more cautious in forming decided con- 
clusions with regard to persons and events narrated by an experience in 
the early days of his geneological studies. Family records in direct line, 
of a reliable character, of Edward, of Nine Partners, Duchess Co., New 
York, to the day of his birth in 1710, were available. But back of that 
was uncertainty; a family tradition said that his father was also an Ed- 
ward of Long Island, and that he came from Wales. It now appears that 
it was his grandfather Edward who came from Wales. In or about 1889 
certain papers prepared by one of the family were received from one of 
his heirs. He had read a book ealled ‘‘Griffin’s Journal,’’ written by a 
descendant of Jasper Griffin, of Southold, Long Island, who settled there 
in 1675. In it was the statement that Jasper had a son Edward, of whom 
nothing further was known. Our friend linked up this Edward with our 
geneology and made him the father of Edward of Duchess Co. The present 
compiler, in the ignorance and simplicity of a beginner, adopted this with- 
out investigation, and on the suggestion of the late Colonel George Butler 
Griffin, of Los Angeles, California, sent the so-constructed geneology to 
the Geneological Register of New York. Shortly afterward facts were 
discovered which proved that statement to be incorrect. Much correspond- 
ence of an explanatory character has been a consequence of that error. 


In the following record the figures in parentheses after the names 
designate the generation of the family in America, commencing with the 
immigrant Edward (1). The figures preceding the names are consecutive 
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numbers used for convenience in reference. Unfortunately, through an 
error of the transcriber, the names of the twelve children of Edward (3) 
were omitted until nearly all the article was in type, when the error was 
discovered. Therefore those twelve names appear as 32a, 32b, etc., ete. 


AS, there are errors in this compilation notwithstanding all the 


anrna _talean 3 34 BoE Por ure ae bs 


ERRATA 


Vol. IX. Wentworth Historical Papers and Records. 


Page 31, line 36, read 4th Lincoln instead of 2nd Lincoln. 
Page 32, line 22, read 4th Lincoln instead of 2nd Lincoln. 


Page 33. hne 7, an 4th Lincoln instead of 2nd Lincoln. 
line 26, read 1849 instead of 1889. 
line 4C, read 4th Lincoln instead of 2nd Linccln. 


Page 35, line 11, read 4th Lincoln instead of 2nd Lincoln. 
Page 36, line 12, insert ‘““West’’ before Lincoln Regiment. 
Page 38, line 30, read 1827 instead of 1828. 

Page 46, line 8, read (7) instead of (8). 

Page 48, line 22, read 95th instead of 94th. 

Page 51, line 32, read (7) instead of (6). 


Master, and The ‘‘Abraham,’’ John Barker, Master, bound for 
Virginia. These ships carried 132 young men and four women, 
all in the service of Captain William Clayborne and his partners, 
William Clobery and David Moorehead, merchants, of London. 


This company of merchants had secured from King Charles 
such privileges as European monarchs then assumed to give their 
friends. The territory assigned to these men is now ineluded in 
the States of Virginia and Maryland. Lord Baltimore laid claim 
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to a part of the same land. These disputed claims led to con- 
flicts somewhat similar to those between the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany and the Northwest Fur Company more than 150 years later. 


Among the passengers on the ship ‘‘Abraham’’ was Edward 
Griffith, or Griffin, and on the ‘‘Constance’’ was John Griffin. 
There are reasons for supposing these to have been brothers. 


Settlement was made on what they called Kent Island, which 
is on the easterly shore of Chesapeake Bay, and Palmer’s Island 
(now Watson’s Island) at the mouth of the Susquehanna River. 
Their trading posts were probably similar to those of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Co., in the northwest, built of logs with a palisade en- 
closing their grounds. 


In the party located on Palmer’s Island was Edward Griffin, 
and here they earried on trade with the Indians and prepared 
staves from the timber for shipment to England. Here they 
were located for nearly three years, and here probably Edward 
acquired the knowledge of the Indian language, which enabled 
him in later years to act as interpreter. 


On the 80th of June, 1638, the armed emissaries of Lord 
Baltimore attacked this post, killed three of the defenders, cap- 
tured Edward Griffin and three others, whom they took to Maty- 
land, where they were detained for some time. Lord Baltimore 
was severely censured ‘by King Charles for his violent acts against 
these people. 


Extract from letter of King Charles I. to Lord Baltimore, 
dated July 14, 1688. After reminding Baltimore that in former 
letters he signified his good will toward Clobery and his partners 
and that they should be encouraged in their good work, he says: 
‘“We do now understand that though your agents there had notice 
of our said Pleasure signified by our said Letters, yet contrary 
thereto they have slain three of our subjects there ‘and by force 
possessed themselves by might of that Island and seized and 
carried away both the persons and Estate of said Planters,”’ ete., 
6c: 


Kdward Griffin escaped to the Dutch colony at New Amster- 
dam, where he was ‘brought before the authorities, August 27, 
1640, on the application of Leonard Calvert, Governor of Mary- 
land, to have him returned there. But proving himself to have 
been a prisoner there he was released and remained at New 
Amsterdam, 
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Feb. 28, 16538, Edward Griffin acquired, from Gerritt Bycken, 
at Flatbush, L. I., land which he sold July 27, 1658. In 1656 he re- 
sided and had land at Gravesend, L. I., in the colony of Lady De- 
borah Moody. During ensuing years there are many records of 
his purchases and sales of land. He finally located at Flushing, 
where he was one of the earliest settlers. With other inhabitants 
of Flushing, on Dee. 27, 1657, he protested against the persecution 
of the Quakers, to Governor Petrus Stuyvesant. Sept. 23, 1661, 
he acted as interpreter between John Richbell and the Indians 
for the purchase of land at Mamaroneck, Westchester County. 
Aug. 12, 1667, with other residents of Flushing, he offered his 
services to the King. Dec. 14, 1678, he sailed on ship ‘‘Blossom’’ 
for England, ‘but returned subsequently. April 9, 1680, he was 
an ‘‘overseer’’ at Flushing. In the estimates of Flushing in 1683, 
he had ‘*20 acres of uplands, 10 acres of meadow, 1 horse, 2 oxen, 
) cowes, 3 swine and 18 sheep’’; his sons are also credited with 
land and live stock. In 1686 he made application to Governor 
Thomas Dougan for common lands at Flushing for his son John 
Griffin. In the census of August, 1698, Edward Griffin, sr., wife 
Mary and daughter Deborah are mentioned in the enumeration 
of families of Flushing as were also Edward, jr., John and Rich- 
ard, with their wives and children. 


2nd GENERATION. 
The children of Edward and Mary Griffin were: 
1—Edward, date of birth not known, m. Deborah Barnes. 
2 J 0nn, my Elizabeth ———— — 
3—Richard, m. Susanna Haight. 
4—Deborah. 


3rd GENERATION. 


ii 


Edward Griffin, (2) married Jan. 4, 1678, Deborah Barnes. 
They had three children. 

d—Edward, no particulars known. 
6—Mary, date of birth not known, married a Disbrow. 


,m. Elisha Barton. 


2 
John Griffin (2'), son of Edward (1) and Mary, of Flushing, 
Long Island, N. Y., married Elizabeth Will dated April 9, 
1740. He died Jan. 30, 1742. His children were: 


—<— 
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8— John, b. prev ous to 1698, d. 1759, at Mamaroneck. 
9—Benjamin, b. previous to 1698, m. Mary Disbrow, dau. of © 
Henry Disbrow. 

10—Isaac, b. previous to 1698. 

11—Joseph, b. previous to 1698. 

12—Elizabeth, b. previous to 1698, m. a Gale. 

13—Mary. 

14—Caleb. 

15—Jacob, b. about 1703; d. 1784. 

16—Adam, had land at Rye in 1727. 

17—Ezekiel, m. Ann , (will dated Dec. 10, 1769; d. 1782. 

18—William, d. 1798. 


There is reason to belicve that several of the descendants of ~ 
the above settled in Nova Scotia, and possibly some in Upper 
Canada (now Ontario). In the possession of the compiler are the 
names of 260 known descendents of John Griffin (2), but the 
scope of this compilation is confined more particularly to another 
pranch of the family, and selection is made accordingly. How- 
ever, it may be worth while to mention that one Caleb Griffin, 
from New York colony. settled in Nova Scotia, and a descendant 
of his named Caleb came to Ontario nearly one hundred years 
ago. Descendants of this branch reside in the cities of London 
and St. Thomas and in the counties of Halton, Wellington and 
Wentworth. There was a Caleb among the grandsons of John 
Griffin, but no record is preserved as to what became of him, or 
his uncle above mentioned; one of them may have been progeni- 
tor of this Canadian family. 


3 


Richard Griffin (2), son of Edward (1), married Susanna 
Haight, daughter of Nicholas Haight, of Concord, Conn. A 
descendant of one of her brothers was a loyalist and settled east 
of Toronto; there are descendents now living in Toronto. Rich- 
ard appears to have spent his life at Flushing, L. I., and aceum- 
ulated considerable property, as well as a family of fourteen 
children. ‘He died in 1722 or 17238. In his will, which is dated 
(Oct. 27, 1722, and was probated Feb. 5, 1723, he mentions his 
wife Susanna and thirteen children, but as he does not name 
Richard, his third child, it is supposed that he had died. With 
the exception of two bequests. viz., First to “‘eldest son Samuel 
thirty pounds to be paid him next third month’’ (March, and to 
‘son Joshua twenty pounds when he comes cut of his apprentice- 
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ship,’’ he bequeaths: ‘‘To my dear and loving wife Susanna all 
my lands, housings, orchards and meadows with all the rest of 
my estate, real and personal, whatsoever, wholly to dispose of and 
use ‘as she shall 1 think best for the bringing up of my children’’ 
‘‘and if she die my widow she shall have full power 

to distribute whatever of my estate may be remaining, but if she 
chance to marry again then she shall have one-third of all when 
the land and housing is sold and all in a condition to be divided.’’ 
Then follow directions for the dividing of the remaining two- 
thirds. Their children were: 

19—Samuel, 'b. previous to 1698. 

20—Sarah, 'b. previous to 1698. 

21—Richard, b previous to 1698, d. before 1722. 

22—Mary. 

23—Deborah. 

24—Joshua, an apprentice in 1722, settler in Duchess Co., 
1740. His descendents had mills at Fishkill, N. Y. 

25—Jonathan, b. May 31, 1708, d. April 26, 1786. 

26—Edward, b. in 1710, d. 1787 or 1788. 

27—Obadiah, d. at Nine Partners, Duchess Co., 1785. 

28—James, was an officer in British army and commanded 
a garrison in Pennsylvania; d. in Boston; had no children. 


29—Gilbert. 

30—Joseph, died at Nine Partners, N. Y., at advanced age. 
31—Isaiah. 

32—Miriam. 


Nearly all this family, like their father and grandfather, were 
members of the Society of Friends, or Quakers. They became 
pioneers in the then newly settled parts of New York. Of Samuel 
little is known; his eldest son is mentioned in will of Jonathan ; 
nothing further has been learned of him. Jonathan settled in 
White Plains and Scarsdale, became wealthy, was a captain and 
a Presbyterian elder, as we learn from his tombstone. still re- 
maining in the churchyard at Scarsdale. He had no children. By 
his will he left £100 to the Presbyterian Chureh at White Plains, 
“and made bequests to a number of his nephews. 


The other sons of Richard (2) all settled in Duchess Co., four 
of them at Nine'Partners (now called Washington Precinct). 


A manuscript geneology of the descendants of Joshua is in 
possess on of the writer, and he regrets that the scope of this 
paper prevents the use of it and the geneologies of several other 
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branches of the family in his possession. Descendants of Isaiah, 
and perhaps of Obadiah and Gilbert, emigrated to Canada during 
and after the revolutionary war, some locating in Eastern Ontario 
and others in Nova Scotia. One named Samuel was a pioneer 
near Brockville. As ‘Western ‘New York was opened to settle- 
ment, children and grandchildren of these Duchess County 
Griffins migrated there. Obadiah and Robert Griffin, the found- 
ers of the town of Griffin’s Mills, near Buffalo, were of this con- 
nection. 


4th GENERATION. 


The fourth generation lived in strenuous and exciting times. 
The war of the American revolution was fought during that 
period, and though they had no direct part in it, the French 
revolution influenced and seriously affected even America. jie 
fact, it is probable that it was in a large measure the cause of the 
war of 1812-14 on this continent. 


26 
Edward Griffin (3), son of Richard and Susanna (Haight) 
Griffin, married Millicent Bishop. After living near his brother 
Jonathan, White Plains, N. Y., he migrated northward and settled 
at Nine Partners. Duchess Co., where he raised his family; was a 
prominent member of the Society of Friends in that place and 
died there in 1787. His children were: 
39o—Richard, b. June 22, 1732; d. in 1794. 
32b—Bridget, b. March 24, 1734. 
82ec—Susanna, b. July 24, 1736. 
892.d—Isaiah, b- July 30, 1738. 
32e—Thomas, b. Feb. 6, 1741 
32f—Obadiah, b. March 9, 1748. 
32¢—Amy, b. March 24, 1746. 
32h—Sarah, b. Jan. 30, 1748. 
32i—Miriam, b. May 3, 1749. 
32j—Elizabeth, b. Dee. 25, 1752. 
32k—Gershom, b. April 1, 1755. 
821—Jonathan, b. May 11, 1759. 


In the war of the American revolution three of the seven 
sons of Edward (3) were loyalists, viz., Richard, Thomas and 
Obadiah. ‘The latter two took an active part in the British ser- 
vice, and two of the sons of Richard are said to have served in 
loyal colonial regiments. The remainder of Edward's family ap- 
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parently were non-partisan, being Quakers. Thomas, a heutenant 
in a loyal colonial regiment, was captured with a number of other 
loyalists, among them his brother Obadiah and a cousin named 
Joseph Griffin. They were imprisoned in Albany jail. Thomas 
was tried by the so-called Committee of Safety and sentenced to 
be hanged for the crime of having accepted a commission in the 
British service. [His was not a solitary case of that kind, other 
instances being recorded* and probably many unrecorded. When 
the jailer announced to him that he was to be hanged next day 
he said, ‘‘The man who will hang me is not born;”’ with his 
handeufts he knocked down the jailer, took his keys and liberated 
himself and his fellow loyalists. Joseph Griffin escaped to Can- 
ada and years later gave evidence at the sittings of the court ap- 
pointed to adjust loyalist claims. Thomas and Obadiah made 
their way to Nova Scotia. They received grants of farm land, 
also lots in the new city of St. John. Thus they became pioneers 
in another new province, that part of Nova Scotia becoming the 
Provinee of New Brunswick. Thomas married there and had 
thirteen children, of whom little is known, though a grandson 
named Thomas H. Griffin was President of an Electric Light Co. 
in the city of Amherst, Nova Scotia, in 1891. 


About 1814 Obadiah migrated with his family to Upper Can- 
ada and remained a year with his relatives at Smithville. Of Oba- 
diah’s family we have record of only one son, Obad‘ah; he had 
ten children, of whom one, Jacob, was born at Smithville, Lin- 
coln Co., Nov. 5, 1815. He became a Baptist preacher, and his 
eldest son, Rev. Zebina Flavius Griffin, b. Nov. 14, 1844, spent 
many years aS a missionary in India. On his return, in 1898, he 
wrote a book entitled ‘‘Daily Life in-Bengal,’’ which is very in- 
teresting and marvellously concise. It was highly commended 
by the press for its accuracy and inclusiveness. 


dth GENERATION. 
32a 
Richard Griffin (4), eldest son of Edward (3), born June 22, 
1732, was a school teacher, farmer and miller. He married Miss 
Mary Smith, daughter of Judge Abraham Smith, New York. 
They had twelve children, seven sons and five daughters, all of 
whom, except the eldest daughter, came to Canada in 1786. Early 
in that year Richard and his second son, Edward, then 22 years 
of age, came over and selected as their future home the site of 


*See preface. ‘to Schoolcraft?s s ‘Personal — Memoirs of Thirty ‘Years’ 
Residence with the Indian Tribes.’’ 
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the present village of Smithville, South Grimsby, Lincoln Co., 
where the family was allotted 1200 acres of land. The father 
then returned to Duchess County for the rest of the family, leav- 
ing Edward alone in the vast wilderness, which he lived to see be- 
come a well populated and prosperous settlement. The arrange- 
ments for moving and the wearisome journey through a wild 
country oecupied six months. Part of the family came by barges 
up lake Ontario from Rochester to Niagara, bringing their mill 
machinery, and the others followed the Indian trail, bringing their 
live stock through the forest, western New York not being then 
settled. Rochester consisted of little more than a blacksmith 
shop and a tavern. The settlement of this family ‘n South 
Grimsby became known as the Griffin Settlement, and is some- 
times yet called Griffinville, though they themselves called it 
Smithville, in honor of their mother. Great was the rejoicing of 
Edward on the arrival of his relatives, for a lonely time had been 
his lot, though he had kept himself busy building 1a log house and 
manufacturing rude furn'ture to make it as civilized as possible. 
Richard lived long enough to see his family well established in 
this pioneer home and several of them married. He died in 1794, 
aged 62 years. Most of his children lived to very advanced age. 
Edward, the pioneer of pioneers, died Aug. 138, 1862, aged 98 
years, as his tombstone in the Methodist churehyard states. 

The children of Richard and Mary Griffin were: 

33—Amelia, b. 1758, m. ‘Richard Sloter. 

34—-Abraham, b. April 16, 1760; d. May 14, 1818. 

385—Beth‘ah, b. 1762. 

36—Edward, 'b. 17164; d. Aug. 18, 1862. 

37—Nathaniel, b. 1766. 

'38—Miriam, b. 1768; m. a Meredith. 

39—Isaiah, b. April 24, 1771; d. April 12, 1865. 

40—Smith, b. Aug. 9, 1772; d. Sept. '28, 1849. 

41— Jonathan, ‘b. 1774; d. 1814, while in m’litary service. 

42-—Elizabeth, b. 1776; m. a Lindebury. 

43—Mary, b. 1778; d. m 1874. 

44 Richard, b. 1780: d. in 13807. 


6th GENERATION. 


34 
"sh Abraham Griffin (5), son of Richard and Mary (Smith) 
Griffin, was born at Nine Partners, Duchess Co., N. Y., April 16, 
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1760. He came to Canada in 1786, with his parents and other 
members of the family. It is believed that he served in a loyal 
colonial regiment during the revolutionary war. He married Miss 
Mary Roy, Jan. 9, 1794; she was iborn Feb. 27, 1772. They set- 
tled in Grimsby township. Abraham served in the militia during 
the war of 1812-14. He died May 14, 1818. His children were: 

45—Abraham, b. May 26, 1798; d. Oct. '29, 1842. 

46—Edward, b. Jan. 12, 1801. 

47—Jem‘ma, b. March 9, 1803; d. May 30, 1827. 

48—Stephen, b. Feb. 4, 1806. 

49—Mary, ib. Feb. 19, 1808; m. Isaac Dennis; was living at 
Campden, Ont., in 1890. 

'90—Richard, b. Nov. 22, 1809. 

ol—Catherine, b. Aug. 10, 1812. 

5d2—Roy, b. Aug. 28, 1815; d. in 1890; never married. 


30 

Bethiah Griffin (5), second daughter of Richard and Mary 
(Smith) Griffin, was born in 1762. She married (first) Solomon 
Hill, a son of Capt. Hill. Their children were: 

d38—Nathaniel. 

54—_ Solomon. 

5d—Cornelius. 

o6—Jonathan. 

o7—Abraham. 

o8— William. 

o9—Smith, died ‘n infancy. 

60—Smith, died in infancy. 

61—Smith, died when eleven years old. 


She married (second) Dr. Myers, a physician. 


36 

Edward Griffin (5), second son of Richard and Mary (Smith) 
Griffin, born at ‘Nine Partners, Duchess Co., N. Y., in 1764, and 
died at Smithville, Ont., Aug. 13, 1862.. He married (first) 
Miss Debbie Wardell. He was a very religious man, a Methodist, 
liberal both to the poor and to the church; very even tempered 
and of a kindly disposition; was a Lieutenant in the 2nd Lincoln 
regiment of militia and served with that corps in the war of 1812. 
A short time before his death he was visited by Rev. W. S. 
Griffin, his grand-nephew, who found him sitting on his verandah 
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and asked after his health; his reply was, *‘Not an ache nor a 
pain, just waiting for the Lord.”’ By his first wife he had eight 
children, viz., 

62—Joseph. 

63—Smith, settled in Township of Erin. 

64—Isaac, m. Miss Disher. 

65—William, a physician, died in 1837 or 1888, his death re- 
sulting from injuries caused by being thrown from a horse. 

66—Daniel, a mason by trade, Methodist in religion. 

67—Edward. 

68—Richard, died young. 

69—Catherine, m. Thos. Wingrove. 

Edward (5), married (second) Miss Mary Lounsbury, who 
died Sept. 10, 1868. Their children were: 

70—Jacob, b. 1816, d. Sept: 3, 1361. 

71—Parmela, m. Dr. Abraham Kelley. 

72—Jonathan ‘Wesley, b. Aug. 8, 1821; d. March 11, 1888. 

73—Morrell, b. April 4, 1828; was living 1890. 

37 

Nathaniel Griffin (5), third son of Richard and Mary (Smith) 
Griffin, b. 1766; married Miss Elizabeth Beam. He served in the 
2nd Lincoln Militia regiment in war of 1812. His children were: 

74—J acob. 

75—Richard. 

76—Nathaniel. 

77—Mary, m. Rev. William ‘Ryerson, son of Colonel Ryerson, 
and brother of Rev. Egerton Ryerson, D.D. 

78-—Christina, m: Ure Pett 

79—John. 


s 
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Marian Griffin (5), third daughter of Richard and Mary 
(Smith) Griffin, was born in 1768; m. Abraham Meredith. Their 
children were: 

80—J ohn. 

'81—Richard. 

82—Mary, m. John Smith. 

838—Annie, m. William Headley. 

84— William. 

85—Elizabeth, m. Mr. Durkee. 
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Isaiah Griffin (5), fourth son of Richard and Mary (Smith) 
Griffin, was born April 24, 1771, and died at Waterdown, Ont., 
April 12, 1865. He married Miss Susannah Culp, who was born 
at Laneaster, Pennsylvania, in 1777, and died in Waterdown, Ont., 
July 29, 1865. He took an active part in the war of 1812, serving 
in 2nd Lincoln regiment. ‘His home was in Smithville, Ont., where 
all his children were born. After the war he removed to Nelson 
township, Halton County, near Hannahville. Isaiah and Susannah 
Griffin had eleven children. They were: 

i86—Mary, b. March 19, 1795. 

87—_David, b. May 7, 1797; d. at Vienna, Ont., Dec. 6, 1886. 

88—Nathaniel. 

89—Fanny. 

9)\—Isaac. 

91—Solomon, b. June 30, 1805; d. Aug. 30, 1896. 

92— Susannah. 

93—Sarah. 

94-Robert Allen, b. Aug. 5, 1811. 

95—Smith Culp, b. Mary 25, 1814; d. 1894. 

96—William Henry, b. Feb. 17, 1817; d. May 11, 1887. 
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Smith Griffin (5), fifth son of Richard and Mary (Smith) 
Griffin, was born Aug. 9, 1772, at Nine Partners, N, Y.; came to 
Canada with his father in 1786, and died in Brantford township, 
Ont., Sept. 28, 1889. He related that when coming through New 
York State to Canada they crossed the Genessee River by ferry 
at Rochester, then scarcely a village. There they embarked the 
women and children in boats, with enough men to care for them, 
floated down the river to Lake Ontario and coasted along to 
Niagara. The rest of the.men followed the trail through the 
woods with the horses and cattle. Smith Griffin made his home 
in Smithville. Ont., during the active’ years of his life. He be- 
came in a sense the leader of the clan, took the management of 
the milling business, built and operated a carding mill, an ashery 
and a general store, built a road to ‘‘the Twenty,’’ as Jordan vil- 
lage was formerly ealled, and whence he exported the produce of 
the mills, ete. In the course of years he established several 
branch establishments at Hamilton, ‘Grimsby, Port Burwell ‘and 
other places. He was a captain in the 2nd Lincoln regiment and 
fought in the hotly contested battle of Lundy’s Lane, as well as 
in many other engagements. At one time the General in command 
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gave him a special furlough to enable him to go to Montreal and 
secure goods which were much needed in the country. One of 
his sons, the Hon. Henry ‘Griffin, of Grand ‘Haven, Mich., said 
to the writer: ‘‘I remember seeing a company of American soldiers 
sleeping on the floor of my father’s kitchen one week and next 
week it was occupied by a company of Canadian militia. Some- 
times our meadows were filled with herds of cattle gathered to 
supply food for the soldiers.’’ After the war he settled down 
again to peaceful pursuits, extending his already large business. 


Smith Griffin was a devoted Methodist, and though he never 
entered the itineracy he was a regularly ordained minister of the 
Methodist Church, preaching on Sunday and carrying on busi- 
ness through the balance of the week. One account, in the gene- 
ology of the Douglas family, calls him Captain and Reverend 
Smith Griffin. After the Welland Canal was built he was one of 
three commissioners appointed by the government to adjust 
claims in connection with overflowed lands near the canal. The 
other two commissioners were Messrs. ‘Thorburn iand Street. 


‘Smith Griffin was twice married; his first wife was Miss 
Eleanor Collver (or Culver, the name being differently spelled 
by different branches of the family). She was a daughter of 
Ebenezer Collver and grand-daughter of Rev. Jabez Collver, a 
Presbyterian minister, who was one of the pioneers of Norfolk 
County. The children of Smith and Eleanor were: 

97—Ebenezer Culver b. Feb. 16, 1800; d. Sept. 28, 1847. 

98—Hlizabeth, b. Nov. 20, 1801; d. Aug. 25, 1889. 

99—Mary, b. Oct. 15, 1808; d. Jan. 29, 1889; never married. 

100—Absalom, b. Dec. 7, 1805-02 Apmiei 36s. 

101—tHenry, .b. Dee. 30) 1801 aie yO soa 

Eleanor (Culver) Griffin died in 1812, and on June 6, 1814, 
Smith Griffin married Miss Harriet Douglas, a most excellent 
woman, who was loved and respected by her step-children and 


their children, who ‘‘rose up and ealled her blessed.’’ She died 
Oct., 1847. 


The children of Smith and Harriet (Douglas) Griffin were: 
102—Douglas, b. March 24, 1815; d. in 1879. 

103—Minerva, b. June 4, 1817; d. same year. 

104— Alanson, b. Oct. 15, 1819; d. April, 1898. 


105—Sutherland, b. July 9, 1822); in 1891 was living in Min- 
nesota. 
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106—Cyrus R., b. May 11, 1824; d. Nov. 30, 1902. 
107—Martha Ann, b. June 19, 1826; d. Dec., 1834. 
108—Samuel Stewart, b. March 2, 1'829; d. Nov. 6, 1919. 
109—Content, b. March 4, 1831; d. Oct., 18381. 

110—Alvin Torry, b. Dee. 7, 1882; d. June, 1849. 
111—Harriet Victoria, b. July, 1837; d. in 1869. 


rw 


Smith Griffin, died at Brantford, Ont., Sept. 28, 1849. 


4] 

Jonathan Griffin (5), sixth son of Richard and Mary (Smith) 
Griffin, was born in 1774, married Sarah Culp. He died while 
serving as a soldier in the 2nd Lincoln Militia in 1814. His ehil- 
dren were: 

112—Abraham Culp, b. June 13, 1797; d. June 29, 1336. 

118—Laney, married David Reeves of Waterdown. 

114—Franeces, b. June 9, 1803; d. April 12, 1874. 

115—Mary, b. 1805; m. John Culp. 

116—Margaret, b. 1807; m. a Smith. 

-117—David, b. 1809; d. in Ilhnois. 

118—George, b. 1812; d. in 1841. 


42 
Elizabeth Griffin (5), fourth daughter of Richard and Mary 
(Smith) Griffin, born 1776; married a Mr. Lindebury. Their 
children are said to have been: 
119—Joseph. 
120—Millie. 
43 
Mary Griffin (5), fifth daughter of Richard and Mary (Smith) 
Griffin, born March 5, 1778; died in 1873, aged 95 years. She 
married Isaac Wardell. Quite a romantic story of their first 
meeting, while making their way in opposite directions along the 
banks of the Jordan River, which flows through Smithville, is 
told in the Wardell family history. Their children were: 
121—Deborah (Debbie). 
122—Solomon. 
123—Isatah. 
124— Marian. 
125—Joseph. 
126— Mary. 
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127—Jacob. 

128—Nathaniel. 

129—Abraham. . 

130—Harriet, b. 1818, was still living in 1910. 

_ 44 

Richard Griffin (5), seventh son and youngest child of Rich- 
ard (4) and Mary (Smith) Griffin, born in 1780, and died at 
Smithville, Ont., in 1807. He married Miss Annie Collver (or 
Culver), daughter of Ebenezer Collver. He was a farmer by oc- 
cupation and his descendants still occupy the same farm at Smith- 
ville. In the Militia List for 1804 he appears as ensign in 2nd 
Lincoln Regiment. His children were: 

131—James, born 1803; died in infancy. 

132—-Richard, born 1805; died. Nov. 16, 1886. 


7th GENERATION. 


45 
Abraham Griffin (6), son of Abraham and Mary (Roy) 
Griffin, was born May 26th, 1798; died Oct. 28, 1842. He married 
Miss Hannah Stocking, July 4, 1822. Their children were: 
133—Eliza Jane, b. Dec., 1824; died since 1900. 
134—A'braham, b. July 29, 1826; d. Feb., 1888. 
135—Timothy, b. 1829; d. 1870. 
1386—Orrin, b. 1881 d. 1885. 
46 
Edward Griffin (6), son of Abraham and Mary (Roy) 
Griffin, born Jan. 12, 1801; married Aug. 20, 1829, to Miss Sarah 
Thomas. They had several children, but we have record of only 
two, the eldest and youngest : 
137—Abraham, b. 1830. 
138—John Wesley, b. Aug. 12, 1849; m. Oct. 7, 1880, Lydia 
Roderick. She was born Oct. 7, 1862. 


70 


Jacob Griffin (6), son of Edward and Mary (Lounsbury) 
Griffin, born in 1'816; died Sept. 3, 1861; was a Methodist in re- 
ligion, a farmer by occupation. He married twice, his first wife 
being Miss Catharine Adams. They had one daughter. 

139—Juliet, b. 1842; m. Isaac Swayzie. 
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His second wife was Mrs. Annie Teeter. They had one 
daughter. 
140—Harriet, who m. John Coon. 
72 
Jonathan Wesley Griffin (6), son of Edward and Mary 
(Lounsbury) Griffin, was born Aug. 8, 1821; died at Dunnville, 
QOnt., March 11, 1888. He was a licensed local preacher of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Married Mary Elizabeth Hurst, 
Jan. 14, 1846. They had two sons: 
141—Weesley, b. Oct. 11, 1847-;"d.. Dee. 6, 1847. 
142-—W. Nelson, b. Nov. 7, 1849, at Canboro, Monek Co. 
es 
Morrel Griffin (6), son of Edward and Mary (Lounsbury ) 
Griffin, was born at Smithville, April 4, 1823; married Miss Mar- 
garet Hurst, at. Grimsby, Ont., Dec. 2, 1840. Settled later mn 
Dunnville. Two children: 
143—Mary Catharine, b. at Grimsby, Nov. 27, 1841; m. Sim- 
coe Swayzie. 
144 James Edward, b. at Smithville, June 30, 1850; was 
carrying on business as a blacksmith in Dunnville in 1890. 
7 87 
David Griffin (6), son of Isaiah and Susannah (Culp) 
Griffin, was born at Smithville, May 7, 1797. He became a minis- 
ter of the Methodist Episcopal Church and itinerated for many 
years; at the time of his death he was the oldest minister in the 
Methodist Conference. He died at Vienna, Ont., Dec. 6, 1886, in 
his ninetieth year. Was twice married, first to Miss Catharime 
Cline. They had one daughter: 
145—Catharine, who married a Mr. Pettit. 
The second wife was Miss Katie ————. Their children were: 
146—Susan, married Rev. Wm. Yokom. 
147— Mary. 
148— Harriet. 
149—Matilda. 
150—Ehda. 
151—John Wesley, 
152—J onas. 
153—Jacob. 
154—Elgin. 
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Nathaniel Griffin (6), son of Isaiah and Susannah (Culp) 
Griffin, was born at Smithville, Ont., June 26, 1799, and died Dee. 
13, 1853. He married Miss Sarah Adams, March 24, 1818, at 
Grimsby, where were born their six children. 

155—Maria A. 

156—William Ryerson, b. March 30, 1827. 

157—Thomas Ly by July 1oet320: 

158—Pheebe Jane, b. June 29, 18384; m. 1852, Levi Claus. 

159—Lorenzo, ‘b. Jan. 16, 1836; d. in 1841. 

1160—Robert A., b. June 22, 1887; m. in 1870, Miss Mary 
Stearns; d. in 1886. 

Nathaniel died as the result of an accident. 


90 


Isaae Griffin (6), son of Isaiah and Susannah ('Culp) Griffin, 
born at Smithville, Ont., June 19, 1803; died at Stanwood, Mich., 
Dec. 24. 1887. He married Miss Bianca ———. No positive ree- 
ord available regarding his children; a sister-in-law and a niece 
believe the following to be a correct list, the two last being twins: 


161—Allen. 
162—Martha. 
163—David. 
164—James. 
L65—Sarah. 
166— William. 
1167—Mary. 


J 


Solomon ‘Griffin (6), son of Isaiah and Susannah (Culp) 
Griffin, was born at Smithville, June 30, 1805; died at Waterdown, 
Ont., Aug. 30, 1896, in his 91st year. In 1828 he married Miss 
Mary 'Teeple and settled on a farm in Nelson Township, Co. 
Halton. Shortly afterward he removed to Waterdown and 
assisted his cousins, Ebenezer and Absalom in their milling busi- 
ness and other ventures. Mrs. Mary (Teeple) Griffin died in 
Nov., 1890, at the age of 78 years and 9 months. From that time 
till his death Solomon lived with a grandson, His children were: 


168—Burwell, d. in 1886. 
169—Sarah, m. Rev. Robt. C. Parsons. 
170—Catharine, m. Abram Ryckman. 
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171—Bridget Ann, resides Toronto; m. Wu. Teetzel. 
172—David, died young. 
173—James, died in infancy. 
174_Ebenezer Franklin, b 1849; died in 1857. 
92 
Susannah Griffin (6), daughter of Isaiah and Susannah 
(Culp) Griffin, was born Oct. 17, 1807: married Daniel Springer. 
Their children are said to have been: 
175—Cordelia. 
-176—Euniee. 
177—Margaret. 
178—Isaae. : 
179—Richard. 
180—A daline. 
93 
Sarah Griffin (6), daughter of Isaiah and Susannah (Culp) 
Griffin, born at Smithville, Nov. 16, 1909; married Solomon Tay- 
lor. They are said to have had three daughters, as follows: 
181—Almira. 
182— Susan. 
183—Margaret. 
94 
Robert Allen Griffin (6). son of Isaiah and Susannah (Culp) 
Griffin. born at Smithville, Ont., Aug. 5, 1811; married Margaret 
Johnson. Following were their children: 
184—Isabel, m. Mr. Craus. 
185—Solomon. 
186—James. 
187—George, killed by accident. 
1i88—Peter Johnson, m. Miss Tapley. 
189—Sophronia, m. a Mr. Johnson. 
190—Mary, m. a Mr. Johnson. 
191—Elizabeth. | 
192—Enos. 
415) 
Smith Culp Griffin (6), son of Isaiah and Susannah (Culp) 
Griffin; b. May 25, 1814, at Smithville ; died at Kilbride, Ont., in 
1894. Married Miss Eliza Jane Eaton. Their children were; 


40 WENTWORTH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


193—Cyrus Smith, b. Sept. 16, 1849; m. Miss Galloway. 
They had one son. 

194 Emma Ann, b. Nov. 24, 1851; m. John Moore. 

195—Sarah Catharine, b. Dec. 7, 1853; m. Mr. Bates. 

196—Charlotte Jane, b. Feb. 4, 1856; m. Edward Tansley. 

197—Jackson Columbus, b. April Bil, 1858. 

198—William Osear, b. April 28, 1861. 

96 

William Henry (6), youngest son of Isaiah and Susannah 
(Culp) Griffin, born Feb. 17, 1817. Married Miss Mary Sykes, 
of Leeds, England. He was a school teacher. Died at Brantford, 
Ont., May 11, 1887. ‘His children were: 

199—Caroline Amelia, b. Feb. '22, 1843. 

200—Serina Matilda, b. Feb. 28, 1845; d. June, 1914. 

201—Augusta, b. Nov. 27, 1847; m. Chas. F. Gordon, of 
Montreal. 

202—Columbus, b. Feb. 10, 1849; d. at Waterdown, Aug. 17, 
1849. 

203—EHleanor Catharine, m. Lindsay Crawford, of Hanulton, 
Feb., 1853. 

204—Ada Byron, b. July 18, 1854; m. W. T. James. of Brant- 
ford, March, 1878. 

205—Alvaretta Pauline, b. July 4, 1857; m.'Geo. Lee, Toronto, 
April, 1888. 

206—Minnie Brant, b. July 27, 1859'; m. W. J. Nichol, Toronto.: 

207—Melbourne Scott, b. Dec. 29, 1861; m. Margarite 

208—Robert Hdmund Lee, b. Jan. 4, 1866. 

209—Josephine Brock, b. Jan. 8, 1870; school teacher in Tor- 
onto. 


97 


Kbenezer Culver Griffin (6), eldest son of Smith and Eleanor 
(Culver) Griffin, was born at Smithville, Feb. 16, 1800. He mar- 
ried Miss Eliza Kent, daughter of Capt. Wilibam Kent, of Stoney 
Creek, Township of Saltfleet, in 1821. In 1823 Hbenezer C. 
Griffin bought from Col. Alexander Brown 860 acres of land 
where the village of Waterdown now stands and about 200 acres 
adjoining on the south from Wm. Applegarth. There were several 
mill sites on Limestone Creek, which runs through these 540 
acres, and he built first a sawmill at the falls, just below the 
present Mill street crossing on the creek, Later he built a flour 
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mill a little farther down stream, just above the greater falls. 
This was completed in 1827 or 1828, and his eldest son, a little 
boy of four or five, turned on the water, an act of which he de- 
lighted to tell in his old age. EH. C. Griffin sold to his brother 
Absalom 150 acres north of Dundas street. He built and operated 
a mill for the manufacture of cloth, carpets, ete. He and his 
brother Absalom also carried on a mercantile business. Another 
of his enterprises was to survey a village site and induce other 
manufacturers and business men to settle there, thus a thriving 
village was formed. He was during many years the only magis- 
trate in that vicinity, and according to the story of a gentleman 
who was for many years township clerk of East Flamboro, he 
was disposed to be lenient as well as just in his decisions, and 
flavored his judgments with humor. He held a commission in 
the 8th Regiment of Gore Militia at the time of the rebellion of 
1837-38. He was a Methodist and took his religion seriously, 
giving a working as well as a financial support to its undertak- 
ings. It is recorded that he was superintendent of the Sunday 
School in Smithville, in 1820. (See Hamilton Times of Feb. 15, 
1903.) He died Oct. 17, 1847, and his wife died three months 
afterward, Jan. 17, 1848. Their children were: 


210—James Kent, b. Feb. 16, 1823); d. Sept. 21, 1910. 
211—George Douglas, b. Aug. 12, 1824; d. March 14, 1911. 
212 Willham smith, b. Oct. 10, 1826>.d. Oct. 17, 1917, 
213-—Bgerton Ryerson, b. March 17, 1829; d. Aug. 6, 1897. 
214—-Eleanor Rebecea, b. June 1, 1831; still living. 
215—Franklin Metcalf, b. June 10, 18388; d. June 4, 1877. 
216—Watson Ebenezer, b. 1885; d. Aug. 4, 1914. 
217—Caroline, b. 1837; d. in 1841. 

218—Charles Wesley. b. 1839; d. in 1841. 

219—Hliza Augusta, b. June 1, 1842; still living. 
220—Henry Augustus, b. April 10, 1844; d. July 17, 1904. 
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Elizabeth Griffin (6), eldest daughter of Smith and Eleanor 
(Culver) Griffin, b. Nov. 20, 1801, at Smithville, Ont. She mar- 
ried, July, 18118, Rev. Elijah Warren. They removed to Michigan 
in 1847 and settled on a farm in Whiteford township, Munro Co.., 
where she died Aug. '25, 1889. They had five children, of whom 
the name of one only has reached the compiler of these records, 
lies 

221—Elizabeth. 
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Absalom Griffin (6), second son of Smith and Eleanor (Cul- 
ver) Griffin, born Dee. 7, 1805. at Smithville, Ont.; married Miss 
Harriet Smith, a niece of his step-mother. He settled in Water- 
down, and entered into partnership with his brother Ebenezer 
n some of his enterprises. After the dissolution of the partner- 
ship he continued in the milling business till his death in 1863. 
An officer in the militia, he contracted a severe cold in 1837, when 
warning his men for duty, and his constitution Was So weakened 
that he never regained robust health. He was a sincere and de- 
yout Christian, of a very genial and kindly character, a lover of 
children. who were very fond of him. The present writer re- 
members him well. His children were: 


999 Charlotte, b. 1829; d. in 1853 or 1854. 

993--Ransom C., b. March 22, 183i; drowned in Hamilton 
Bay, 1850. 

94 -Martha Ann, b. 18338; d. Nov. 30, 1900. 

995—Bliza, b. 1885; d: 1858. 
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Henry Griffin (6), son of Smith and Eleanor (Culver) Griffin, 
born at Smithville, Out.; died at Grand Haven, Mich., U. 8., July 
16, 1891. At 21 years of age he became a partner of his father m 
the business carried cn at Grimsby, where he met and married 
Miss Rachael Eastman, daughter of Rev. Daniel Ward Eastman, 
popularly known as Father Eastman. a Presbyterian minister, 
who is said to have married more couples than any other clergy- 
man in Canada. -At that time no one could perform a legal mar- 
riage ceremony except the clergy of the established churches of 
England and Scotland, or in certain circumstances a magistrate. 
Henry Griffin and Rachael Kastman were married May 30, 1830. 
In or about 1827 or 1828, he established a branch store in Ham- 
ilton at the north-east corner of King and John streets, in a frame 
building, beside which he erected the first brick business build- 
ing in Hamilton; one of these buildings was used as a tailor shop. 
He later sold this property—a quarter acre of land and the 
buildings to Thomas and Ebenezer Stinson. Tn 1837, owing to the 
business depression and the unsettled condition caused by the 
rebellion at that time, his business became financially involved 
and he removed to Michigan and settled at Grand Haven, where 
he conducted a drug business and resided the remainder of his 
life. He served a term as State Senator and was also at one time 
sheriff of the county. His children were: 
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996—Hannibal Rathbun, b. March 15, 1831; died young. 

997-—Elizabeth Olivia, b. Dec., 1835, at Grimsby ; still living. 

998. Maria Lousa, b. July 2, 18387; d. Aug. 15, 1889. 

999-—Rachael Eleanor, b. ‘Sept. 8, 1850; married De Forest 
MeNett, of Sodus Point, N. Y., Feb., 1892. Previous to her mar- 
riage she had some very romantic and interesting experiences. 
After completing her education at Vassar College, where she was 
a classmate of the lady who became the wife of Mark Twain, she 
taught a government Indian school in Arizona, and had a nar- 
now escape when the Apache Indians went on the war pate The 
commandant of the post sent a cavalry detachment to escort her 
to a place of safety in a more civilized part of the country. 
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Alanson Griffin (6), son of Smith and Harriet (Douglas) 
Griffin, was born Oct. 15, 1819. He was for many years Superin- 
tendent of the Government School and Farm for the instruction 
of the Indians on the Grand River, near Brantford, Ont. He mar- 
ried Miss Julia Ellice, March 8, 1848. Their children were: 

930-—Charles, b. Dec., 1843; d. May 17, 1862. 

231—Maria. b. 1847; m. Robert M. Wilson. 

Alanson Griffin died at Brantford, April, 1893. 
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Sutherland ‘Griffin (6), son of Smith and Harriet (Douglas) 
Griffin, born July 9, 1822, at Smithville. Ont.; m. in 1848, Miss 
Martha Leonard. In 1991 he was living in Minnesota, U. 8. A. 
His children were: 

930 Arthur, b. 1849; d. young. 

933-—Harriet S., b. May 19, 1850; m. George B. Salter, DSi 
d. 1898. 

934 Walter H.. b. Oct. 31, 1852. 

945 —Franecis L., b. Feb. 28, 1854. 

936—Robt. W.. b. March 31, 1856. 

9387—Elizabeth M. W., b. Nov. 6, 1863. 


Two of the sons, possessed of wanderlust, went to New Zea- 
land; but after a short stay returned to America by way of South 
Africa. ‘They arrived at Cape Town just when the Zulu war 
broke out and they enlisted as gentleman volunteers in a British 
regiment for the war. The regiment saw very hard service and 
lost a large proportion of their men. But these Canadians came 
through uninjured. After the war they came home. Afterwards 
settled in Minnesota. 
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Cyrus Ryerson Griffin (6), son of Smith and Harriet (Doug- 
las) Griffin, born at Smithville, Ont., May 12, 1824; removed to 
Brantford with his father in 1838; was a farmer by occupation, 
Methodist in religion. Married Miss Mary M. Nellis, March 18, 
1849. ‘Their children: 

938 Colborne Nellis, b. Jan. 9, 1850; still living. 

939 Jane E., b. Nov. 8, 1851; d. Dee. 5, 1861. 

240-——Mary A., b. May. 25, 1853; d. Dec. 5, 1861. 

241—Harriet A., b. Aug. 26, 1858; m. J. H. Simmons ;d. Oct. 
17, 1884. 

942 Clara B., b. Sept. 6, 1860; d. March, 1362. 

943—Ariel F., b. June 18, 1863; m. Geo. Elhott, 29th June, 
1887; d. Aug., 1887. | 

944 Helen A., b. July 18, 1865; d. Dec. 19, 1865. 

245— Wesley E., b. Nov. 27, 1867; d. Dec. 12, 1867. 

Cyrus R. Griffin died Nov. 30, 1908, and Mrs. Griffin died in 
1904. 
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Samuel Stewart Griffin (6), son of Smith and Harriet (Doug- 
las) Griffin, was born March 2, 1829. He ran away to sea when 
a boy and after several years of seafaring life settled in Australha, 
about 1850, and ran a line of stages from the market town to the 
eountry districts. These lines (coach lines, they called them) 
lost their reason of being when railroads were introduced. He 
then removed to New Zealand and engaged in the same line ot 
business until the iron horse again superceded the coaches. He 
died at Christchurch, New Zealand, Nov. '6, 1919, in his 91st year. 
On Sept. 20, 1855, at Melbourne, Australia, he married Miss Cath- 
arine Finegin. ‘Children were: 

246—Marian, b. at Melbourne, Sept. 11, 1856. 

247—Edmund Alvin, b. at Castlemaine, Sept. 27, 1860. 

248 Harriet Adeline, b. at Castlemaine, Nov..3, 1862, d. Jan. 
13, 1864. 

249—Harriet Annie, b. at 'Timaru, New Zealand, Jan. 22, 1810. 

250—JWilliam .Watson, b. at “Timaru, N° Z, Oct. “77 136g, 


William Watson is now a physician in Brighton, England, © 
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Eich 
Harriet Victoria Griffin (6), daughter of Smith and Harriet 
(Douglas) Griffin, born July 27, 1837; married Dec. 27, 1854, 
Orren H. Lawrence; died in 1869. Children were: 
251—Mary E., b. May 30, 1856. 
252—Jula H., b. May '28, 1858. 
258—Charles O., b. March 25, 1860. 
254—Cyrus E., b. April 4, 1862. 
250—Clara M., b. April 4, 1864. 
256—Jiane V., b. Dec. 7, 1866. 
112 
Abraham Culp Griffin (6), son of Jonathan and Sarah (Culp) 
Griffin, born at ‘Smithville, Ont., June 13, 1797; married. Miss 
Charity Smuck, of Waterdown. She was born Sept. 24, 1907. 
He died July 29, 18386. Their children were: 
257—Jacob Anson, b. March 17, 1828. 
'258—James Nelson, b. Oct. 20, 1830. 
259—George Hrastus, b. Feb. 15, 1833. 
260—Mary Eleanor, b. May 27, 1835. 
182 
Richard Griffin (6), son of Richard and Annie (Collver) 
Griffin, born 1805; married in 1834 to Miss Mehitable Ackard, of 
Duchess Co., N. Y. His parents died when he was very young 
and he was brought up by his grandfather, Ebenezer Collver, Esq. 
In 1827 he took possession of the farm of 140 acres at Smithville, 
left him by his father, and remained there till his death, Nov. 16, 
1886. It is still occupied by his family. The children were: 
2'61—(Priscilla, b. July 31, 1836; never married. 
262—Jane, b. July 7, 1840; m. Richard Cobb, Jan. 1, 1856. 
263—James Harvey, b, Sept. 5, 1842. 
264—Anne Elizabeth, b. Nov. 21, 1847; m. James Alford Pat- 
terson, Nov. 26, 1879. 
ee 
Eliza Jane Griffin (7), daughter of Abraham and Hannah 
(Stocking) Griffin; born in 1824; married Rey. Joseph Hilts. 
They both died in Dundas a few years ago. When they were mar- 
ried Joseph Hilts had not entered the ministry, and they settled 
in the wilds of the then unsettled northern part of Halton Co., 
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and had many of the adventures and all the hard work common 
to pioneers in the forest. In one of the books written by Mr. 
Hilts, called ‘‘ Among the Forest Trees,’’ he tells of many of the 
difficulties and dangers. Several children were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Hilts, but the present writer has no particulars about them. 


8th GENERATION. 


156 
William Ryerson Griffin (8), son of Nathaniel and Sarah 
(Adams) Griffin, born March 80, 1827; married Sept. 27, 1851, to 
Miss Almira Smith, and settled in Staffordville, Ont., where he 
was living in 1890. His children: 
2'65—Alonzo Franklin, b. March 25, 1852; d. Sept. 22, 1864. 
2'66—Louisa, b. April 2, 1854; m. Levi Hatch, Nov. 28, 1871. 
267—Matilda H., b. Feb. 4, 18577. 
268—William H., b. July 14, 1859; m. Miss Maggie Carno, 
Nov. 10, 1888. 
sy 
Thomas I. Griffin (7), son of Nathaniel and Sarah (Adams) 
Griffin, born July 16, 1829; married March 6, 1854, Miss Alice 
Atkinson, who was born March 22, 1833, and died Dec. 19, 1888. 
Their children : 
269—Ransom L., b. Jan. 6, 1855; m. Minnie K. Brooks, Sept. 
28, 1882. 
270—Sardina E., b. Sept. 20, 1856; m. Geo. T. Bartlett, June 
SPS a rei Sh 
27 1==Lerenz0-De pb. May iayalte os. 
272 —J olin A.,-b: Keb. 9: 1860 2d Way eee tou: 
213—StellaLe, b- Maye 24. or 
Thomas I. Griffin married (second) Mrs. Jane B. Ross, March 
10, 1890, and at that time was living in Port Hope, Huron Co., 
Mich. 
210 
James Kent Griffin (7), eldest son of Ebenezer and Eliza 
(Kent) Griffin, born at Waterdown, Ont., Feb. 16, 1823; married 
Miss Almira Dyke, of Hamilton, Ont., in July, 1845. He was 
educated for the ministry, but devoted his life to industrial pur- 
suits, though he always took an active part in religious and tem- 
perance work. For many years he earried on business as a con- 
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tractor, building roads, houses, etc. One macadamized road he 
built from Waterdown through the forest to Hamilton, in 1854 
and 1855, and northward to Carlisle at a later date, is, and has 
been for. many years, the principal thoroughfare betw een the 
three places. It is frequently called the Griffin Road. Being of 
an inventive mind he spent much of his time devising and Improv- 
ing various machines. The most successful of his inventions is 
the Griffin Mill for grinding soft ore, which is extensively used 
throughout the icra States and elsewhere, He died in Seattle, 
Washington, Wowie epi 21 1910. is wite died at Galt, Ont., 
January, 1898. Their children were: 


274—Caroline Augusta, b. May 30, 1846; d. March 10, 1908. 
275—Hdwin Culver, b. Jan. 29, 1848; d. Dec., 1911. 
276—Josephine Maria, b. Oct. 19, 1849; d. Dec. 24, 1875. 
277—Wilhelmina Ellis, b. Oct. 8, 1851. 

278—Frederick Thomas, b. Oct. 25, 1853. 

279—Albert Dyke, b. Dec. 14, 1855. 

280—Arthur Kent, b. Nov. 11, 1858. 

281—Alice Eleanor, b. Dee. 23, 1860. 

282—KEdith Adelaide, b. Sept. 20, 1863. 

283—James Percival, b. Jan., 1867. 

284-——Helen Mabel, b. June 9, 1871; d. July 7, 1899. 
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George Douglas Griffin (7), son of Ebenezer and Eliza (Kent) 
Griffin, born at Waterdown, Aug. 12, 1824; married May 29, 1845, 
Miss Cynthia Anne Williams, daughter of Justus Wright Wil- 
hams, J. P., of Oakville, Ont., and grand-daughter of Capt. John 
Aikman, of Hamilton, Ont., ic | igh bi, George D. Griffin served 
an apprenticeship to the woollen cloth manufacture in the factory 
of his father at Waterdown, Ont., and on attaining his majority, 
in 1845, became a partner and the manager. In 1850 the factory 
was burned and he became interested in other lines of business 
and travelled extensively in all the old provinces of Canada, hav- 
ing visited nearly every town and village in the Provinces of Ont- 
ario, Quebec, Nova Seotia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward 
Island, and from frequent visits to them was like a gazeteer for 
knowledge of them, perhaps better. He was Secretary of the 
Mechanics’ Institute of Waterdown in the years 1845, 1846, 1855 
and 1856. The minute book of the Institute for years 1843 to 1870 
is in the possession of the Wentworth Historical Society, and the 
minutes by Mr. Griffin are all very clear and neat. The Hon. 
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Adam Ferguson was President during part of the time when Mr. 
Griffin was Secretary. Being of a literary turn, Mr. Griffin con- 
tributed many articles for the press and was publisher of sev- 
eral periodicals, among these was probably the first illustrated 
temperance paper, called ‘‘The Herald of Truth,’’ which, though 
well edited and well printed, like most temperance and many 
other papers had a very short existence; it was published in 1860: 
He also published a magazine called ‘‘The Canadian Quarterly 
Review,’’ partly literary and partly devoted to national polities ; 
it was fairly successful and continued for several years, but the 
last number was printed in 1866. Having an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the resources and the industrial affairs of Canada, he 
was an ardent advocate of protection for home manufactures and 
industries. In some sections he was long known as the ‘‘father 
of protection.’’ He continued till the end of his life to con- 
tribute to the press articles on this subject. Possessing strone 
religious convictions, he was always active in church, Sunday- 
school and temperance work. He died in Parkdale, Toronto, Ont., 
March 14, 1911, and the daily papers of Hamilton and Toronto, 
in their editorial columns, spoke very highly of him. Mrs. 
Griffin survives him and is now (1920) active and in the enjoy- 
ment of all her faculties in her 94th year. Children: 

285—Justus Alonzo Griffin, b. June 6, 1846. 

286—Anne Hliza, b. May 24, 1848: died in infancy. 

287—Horatio Milford, b. April 10, 1849. 

288—HKmma Aletta, b. June 12, 1853: d. Dec. 1.251900: 

289—Charles Henry, b. Jan. 24, 1856: d. Jan. ol, 1889; 

290—Ida Emily, b. Sept. 22, 1858. 

291—Watson, b. Nov. 4, 1860. 

292—George Alexander, b. June Le Lobe: 

293—John William, b. Oct. 8, 1865: d. May 22, 1885: 

294—Chester Ernest, b. July 20, 1868; d. March LOS 

295—Alvin Douglas, b. Sept. Lots ae 
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William Smith Griffin, D.D. (7), son of Ebenezer and Eliza 
(Kent) Griffin, was born at Waterdown, Ont., Oct. 10, 1826, and 
died in Toronto, Ont., Oct. 17, 1917. He married (first) Margaret 
Spohn, daughter of Philip Spohn, Esq., of Ancaster, June 28, 
1853. Their children were: 

296—Herbert 8., b. July Das oa 


2di— William, b, Novy, 19: 1855; drowned in Toronto Bay, 
1878. 
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Mrs. Margaret Griffin died Nov. 16, 1856. W.S. Griffin mar- 
ried (second) Miss Hannah Bigger. Children: 


298—A daughter who died in infancy. 
299—Margaret, b. June 12, 1860. 


William Smith Griffin was a clergyman of the Methodist 
Church, and for 70 years was active in its service, having been 
stationed in many of the large towns and cities, including Ham- 
ilton and Toronto. He was twice President of Conference and 
several times Secretary. In their anuual gatherings he was al- 
ways a prominent figure, and by his good judgment and genial 
wit wielded a great influence. For many years he was Treasurer 
of the Superannuation Fund of the Church, an office he held till 
his death in his 91st year. | 
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Egerton Ryerson Griffin, M.D. (7), son of Ebenezer and Eliza 
(Kent) Griffin, was born in Waterdown, Ont., March 17, 1829; 
died Aug. 9, 1897. He studied medicine at Victoria College 
Medical School, and after a term in New York hospitals settled 
in Brantford, Ont., and remained there in the practice of his pro- 
fession. Hé married Miss Georgina Smith, daughter of A. K. 
Smith, Esq. They had one child: 


300—Mary. She married (first) Dr. Harris, a grandson of 
Col. John Butler, of Butler’s Rangers. Dr. Harris was surgeon 
of the 38th Dufferin Rifles. He died Aug. 29, 1896. She married 
(second) Major Harry Leonard, of the 2nd Dragoons. No chil- 
dren, 
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Eleanor Rebecca (7), eldest daughter of Ebenezer and Eliza 
(Kent) Griffin, b. June 1, 1831, at Waterdown. Married John 
Nellis, of Burford. After residing in several places in Canada 
they removed to Michigan and settled at Mount Clemens, where 
Mr. Nellis and his son earried on a newspaper. He was also 
customs collector at that port for many years. He died in Feb., 
1904. Mrs. Eleanor R. Nellis is still living in Mount Clemens. 
Children : 


301—Georgina, b. 1855; m. March 12, 1880, Henry Stalker, 
of Detroit. 

302—F rank. 

303—dJ essie. 
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304—Nellie. 
305—Grace. 
21 


Franklin Metcalf (7), son of Ebenezer and EKliza (Kent) 
Griffin, born in Waterdown, Jne 10, 18388. When a very young 
man he acted as purser on a steamer on Lake Michigan and as 
clerk in a lumber camp. On his return he was in mercantile busi- 
ness in Waterdown, then studied law, and on being called to the 
bar practiced his profession in Brantford, where he died June 4, 
1877. He married Miss Margaret Davidson. Their only child: 

306—Zaidee, now (1920) residing in New York. 
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Watson Ebenezer (7), son of Ebenezer and Eliza (Kent) 
Griffin, born at Waterdown in 1835; died in New York about five 
years ago. After some experience in business in Waterdown he 
went to California in 1859, and had there a varied experience as 
trader and as farmer; among other things he lost all he had in- 
one of the Sacramento Valley floods. He finally settled in Eureka, 
Nevada, where he carried on a banking business. In 1857 he 
married Malvina Dudley, of Simeoe. They had one child: 


307—Nellie; twice married. 
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Eliza Augusta (7), daughter of Ebenezer and Eliza (Kent) 
Griffin, born June 1, 1842; married Wesley Spohn, of Ancaster, 
in Sept., 1865. They resided on their farm in Ancaster Town- 
ship till 1913, when they retired from active work and moved to 
Hamilton. Their children: 


308—Harry, b. Sept. 19, 1867; m. Jan. 1, 1895, Miss Millie 
Shaw. 

309—Nellie, b. Nov. 30, 1870; m. May 7, 1896, W. M. Me- 
Clemont, barrister, Hamilton, Ont. 
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Henry Augustus (7), youngest son of Ebenezer and Eliza 
(Kent) Griffin, was born in Waterdown, Ont., April 10, 1844. He 
died in Cleveland, Ohio, July 17, 1904. Was educated in the 
public and grammar schools of Waterdown and Hamilton. In 
1864 he served four months in a volunteer militia battalion on 
the Niagara frontier. In 1865 he removed to Wyandotte, Mich., 
where he was employed for a time in a mercantile business; 
afterwards carried on a weekly paper in that town. He later 
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was department editor on a Detroit paper, and still later edited 
the ‘‘Cleveland Leader’’ several years. He left that position to 
accept an important civic position. At the time of his death he 
was president of a bank. He married, May 24, 1867, Miss Mary 
Imogene DeKalb. Their children: 
310—Mary Agnes, b. Jan. 11, 1870. 
311—A son who died young. 
238 
Colborne Nellis (7), son of Cyrus R. and Mary (Nellis) 
Griffin, born at Brantford, Jan. 9, 1850; married Dec. 26, 1887, to 
Mary Margaret Burt, a grand-daughter of a distinguished Ameri- 
ean chemist of Sackett’s Harbor, N. Y. They are now living on 
their farm at Brantford. Their children, all born in Chicago, are: 
312=Georeia; Burt, b Sept.-25, 1897: 
313—Edna Alice, b. May 17, 1894. 
S14 Cyrus otanicy, b. Web. 19,1896. 
241 
Harriet A. (7), daughter of Cyrus R. and Mary (Nellis) 
Griffin, born at Brantford, Ont., Aug. 26, 1858; married Nov., 
1883, J. H. Simmons. One daughter: 
315—Ariel, b. Oct., 1884. 
Harriet A. (Griffin) Simmons died Oct. 17, 1884. 
246 
Marian Griffin (7), daughter of Samuel S. and Catharine 
(Finegin) Griffin, born Sept. 11, 1856, at Melbourne, Australia ; 
married Charles Hastings-Bridge, C E., of Chmstchureh, New 
Zealand, on April 14, 1880. Their children; 
316--Arthur, b. at beestores. Canterbury, N. Z., Aug. 21, 1881. 
317—Isabel Frances, b. Oct. 12, 1886. 
319—Margaret, b. 1891. 
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Edmund Alvin (6), son of Samuel S. and Catharine (Fine- 
vin) Griffin, born at Castlemaine, Victoria, Australia, Sept. 27, 
1860; married Miss Jessie Tapp, Aug. 10, 1881. Their children: 

320—Ruby Catharine, b at Timaru, N. Z., May 21, 1882. 

oir old Alvin. 9b. at Timaru, N. Z, March 7, 1884; d. 
March 8, 1884. 

322—_Esther Maude, b. at Timaru, N. Z., June 21, 1885. 

393 Ethel Rualine, b. at Christchurch, N. Z., Sept. 12, 1887. 
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324 Royden Trevor Whitney, b. April 20, 1889. 
257 

Jacob Anson Griffin (7), eldest son of Abraham Culp and 
Charity (Smuck) Griffin, born March 17, 1828, near Waterdown ; 
died March 15; 28. He married (first) Miss Marilla Ann Dal- 
ton, of Smithville, Ont., March 10, 1857; no children. She died 
April CO eloo! He married (second) Mary Ann Walker, who 
was hyena in 1830; they were married Oct. 20, 1860. She died 
July 4, 1871. They had one gon: 

325—Ira Stuart, b. in 1868, at Smithville. 

258 

James Nelson Griffin (7), second son of Abraham C. and 
Charity (Smuck) Griffin, b. Oct. 20, 1830; married (first) Miss 
Susan Matilda Gould, Feb. 7, 1855. Their children were: 

326—Curtis James, b. at Smithville, Jan. 11, 1856; d. June 
28, 18957. 

327—Ransom Merritt, b. Aug. 29, 1859. 

Mrs. Susan M. Griffin died Feb. 11, 1872. James N. Griffin 
married (second) Miss Eleanor Jane Roszel, daughter of Charles 
He of Grimsby, Ont. She was born Dec. 12, 1849; married 
Dee. 25, 1872. Their children, all born at Smithville, Ont, were: 

398 -Mary Margarita, b. Jan. 4, 1874; m. Mr. Smuck, of 
Waterdown. 

329—Orley Burgess, b. March 3, 1875; m. Miss Mabel Griffin. 

330—Aletta Victoria, b. April’3,-137 7. 

331—James Morey, b. Aug. 8, 1879; d. March 11, 1886. 

332—Bertha May, b. March 13, 1881. 

_ 33383—Alethea Hleanor, b. May 4, 1883. 

334—Hthel Cora, b. March 1, 1887. 

3385—Charles Ernest, b. June 2, 1888. 
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George Erastus Griffin (7), son of Abraham C. and Charity 
(Smuck ) ‘Grit born Feb. 15, 1833; married Miss Lucinda Maria 
Davis, who was born June 10, 1838. Their children, all born at 
Smithville, are: 

336—George Lee, b. March 17, 1858. 

337—Wilham §., b. Jan. 27, 1860. 

338—Charles Adelbert, b. April 24, 1862. 

339—Arthur Egerton, b. Feb. 11, 1867. 
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340—David Harley, b. Aug. 25, 1871. 
341—Maria Hleanor, b. Feb. 11, 1881. 
260 

Mary Eleanor (7), daughter of Abraham C. and Charity 
(Smuck) Griffin, born May 27, 1835, at Smithville; married Mil- 
ton James Morse, son of Abisha A. Morse, Esq., of Smithville, 
Ont. They removed to Kansas. Children were: 

342—Hnea Sarah, b. in Smithville. 

343—James Harley, b. in Smithville. 
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Burwell Griffin (7), son of Solomon and Mary (Teeple) 
Griffin, born May 10, 1828; married Miss Delilah Binkley. He 
was a farmer, a Methodist and a good citizen. He died on the 
farm where he spent most of his life. He had fifteen children. 
Their names were: 

344—Abram B., b. April 8, 1854; m. Ada Davidson. 

345—W.S., b. March 23, 1856; m. Kate Newel. 

346—Florence E., b. April 30, 1858; m. John W. Rymal. 

347—Wm. O., died in infaney. 

348—Peter F., b. April 8, 1862; m. Clara Dawes. 

349—Arthur C., b. March 16, 1864; m. Brittania Featherston. 

SoU John, bs April 22, 18664 m. Annie Buttrum. 

301—Burwell, b. April 22, 1869; m. Allie Robertson. 

352—George, died in infancy. 

Boo ober. De heb go. 1d75; m, Agwie Colyer. 

304—Mary, b. Feb. 9, 1873; died in infancy. 

300—-E red. .died in intaney.— 

356—Mabel E. Griffin, b. July 18, 1877; m. Orley B. Griffin. 

357—Delilah, b. July 4, 1880; m. Thos. Ballentine. 

358—Alma, b. Jan. 30, 1884; m. Ernest VanDusen. 


169 

Sarah Griffin (7), daughter of Solomon and Mary (Teeple) 
Griffin, married Rev. Robert C. Parsons, Methodist clergyman. 
They both lived to advanced age and died in St. Thomas, Ont. 
Their Children: 

359—Mary, m. Wilbur Smith; removed to California. 

360—Catharine, m. Rev. Robert L. Warner, D. D., Principal 
of Alma College, St. Thomas, Ont. 
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170 
Catharine Griffin (7), daughter of Solomon and Mary 
(Teeple) Griffin; married Abram Ryckman. Their children: 
361—Solomon. 
362—J ohn. 
363—Mary A. 
364—Burwell. 
365—Martha. 
varias 
Ann Griffin (7), daughter of Solomon and Mary (Teeple) 
Griffin; married William Teetzel. Their children: 
366—Burwell. 
367—K. Frank, 
368—Mary. 
369—Charles. 
370—Ida. 
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Caroline Amelia (7), eldest daughter of William Henry and 
Mary (Sykes) Griffin, b. Feb. 22, 18438; married Reid Weaver, of 
Aneaster, Feb. 28. Now living in Hamilton. Children are: 

371—Alberta, b. Aug. 18, 1863. 

372—Zenas, b. March 14, 1865; d. 1867. 

373—Nina Ada,-b. July, V8GTs ds 1867. 

374—Harry Griffin, b. Feb. 18, 1868; d. in 1868. 

3150—Orton, b. May 25, 1869) sce, oho: 

376—Charles Lindsay, b: Jan. We,1872. ch Oct, E370. 

377—Zoe, b. March 9, 1874; d. Oct., 1875. 

377—Linwood Crawford, b. Aug. 18, 1876. 

378—Norma Elizabeth, b. May 22, 1879; d. 1890. 

379—Zaida Claire, b. Nov. 9, 1882; m. 1907, a physician, of 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Serina Matilda Griffin (7), daughter of William Henry and 
Mary (Sykes) Griffin, b. Feb. 23, 1845; married Sept:, 1875, Geo. 
Darrow, of Tilsonburg. He died Feb., 1897, and she died June, 
1914. They had one son: 


380—Wilham Arthur, b. Dee. 4, 1872. 
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Minnie Brant Griffin (7), daughter of William Henry and 
Mary (Sykes) Griffin, born July 27, 1859; married William Nichol, 
of Toronto. Their children: 
381—F rederick, b. April, 1880. 
382—Sidney, b. Jan., 1886. 
193 
Cyrus Smith Griffin (7) son of Smith C. and Eliza (Eaton) 
Griffin, b. Sept. 16, 1849; married Miss Galloway. They had one 
son: 


383 


Albert, b. in 1881. 
Bai 

Maria Griffin (7), daughter of Alanson and Julia (Ellice) 
Griffin, born in 1847; married Robert M. Wilson, June 7, 1873. 
Children : 

384—Irvine H. C., b. Oct. 18, 1874. 

385—Robert C. H., b. Jan. 26, 1877; died in infancy. 

386—Amy. 


In examining the records which furnished the material from 
which the present paper is condensed and extracted, it is inter- 
esting to note that few members of the very large families died 
young—and most of those few being in the past two genera- 
tions—and what a large proportion of them have been octogen- 
arians and nonogenarians. Consider that doctors were few and 
trained nurses unknown, medical science and sanitation crude. 
Evidently modern invention and luxury are not indispensible for 
longevity. 


This family has not, perhaps, produced celebrities, but its 
members have been characterized generally as God fearing, hard 
working, clean living and useful men and women in their day and 
generation. Although so many of them were Quakers and nearly 
all of peace loving disposition and character, every generation 
has found some ready and willing to fight the enemies of their 
country, whether foreign or domestic. In the great war just 
ended a number of them served in the Canadian army, some were 
wounded and some lost their lives. 


Among those of some prominence in recent years, two may 
be mentioned: Frederick T Griffin, son of James K. and grandson 
of Ebenezer C. Griffin, of Waterdown, was born in that village. 
He became Superintendent of the Canadian Pacific Railway Lands 
Department, which position he held for many years, and 1s now 
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living in Winnipeg, retired on a pension from the Company. 
And Watson Griffin, son of George D. Griffin, of Waterdown, was 
born in Hamilton, became a journalist; was for fourteen years 
managing editor of the Montreal Star and Family Herald, and 
for some time was chief editorial writer on the Daily Star. He 
is now head of the Intelligence Section of the Dept. of Trade and 
Commerce, Ottawa. He spent nearly a year in the British West 
Indies, and is author of a book published by the Dept., entitled 
‘“‘Ganada and the British West Indies,’’ also of ‘‘Canada, the 
Land of the Twentieth Century,’’ and a novel called ‘‘Twok.”’ 
There are also numerous magazine articles and pamphlets from 
his pen, among these are ‘‘The States and the Provinees,’’ which 
outlines the difference in the systems of government of these two 
contiguous countries; ‘‘An Trish Revolution,”’ and ‘‘ An Imperial 
Alliance,’’ which appeared in the Empire Review some ten or 
eleven years ago, and outlined a scheme practically the same as 
is now being worked out. 


In 1856 there was an anniversary entertainment given by 
the Methodist Sunday-School in Waterdown, when six boys from 
ten to twelve years of age recited patriotic verses written by the 
Superintendent of the School, George Douglas Griffin, and with 
your permission one of those boys will now read those verses: 


In all Britannia’s wide domains, 
In all the lands beneath the sun, 
Where is the land that can compare 
With that Canadians love and own? 


Tt stretches from Atlantic’s coasts 
To old Pacifie’s. sullen roar, 

From slaverv’s land that freedom boasts 
to Aretic ocean’s icebound shore. 


'Tis rich in store of mineral wealth, 
In flocks and herds on grassy plain, 
In garden soil and orchard land, 
In waving fields of golden grain. 


In forests vast and mountains high, 

Where game is bred, where health is found, 
Its rivers grand and inland seas 

Its products bear, in fish abound. 


’Midst earth’s brave sons and daughters fair 
Her sons and daughters still excel; 

Heirs of freedom, to freedom true 
From age to age shall safely dwell. 


For her our fathers fought and bled, 

And where they firmly made their stand 
Their heirs will ever ready be 

To hold their own, their fatherland. 
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